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_TO THE READER. 


Hriſtian Reader, hoWbeit the continued infirmitie 
of this anthers body, WherWith it pleaſed God to ex- 
erciſe him, might tuſtly haue excuſed him from ta- 
king pen in hand to write, eſpectally in buſineſſes of this na- 
ture, us deſire being as humſelſe __— in his life time, to 
femish this la#t period of his life with more comfortable me- 
ditations then to follow controverſies : yet did be labour to 
his power, yea and (as I may ſa beyond his power , 10 en- 
force himelfe even in his decayed health, together Wrth his 
other neceſſarie labours, to diſcover the fraud and falthood 
7 the adwerſaries : amone#t others he indged theſe Ana- 

apti/ts not the leaſt, hich occaſioned this enſuing Cenſure; 
CAnother nearer inhabitant then the former ant, "vas 
one Mr. Paget that lived in the ſame citie by himy,heing 4 
chrefe leader to another congregation there, who being of ag 
gquarrelſome diſpoſſtuon, and envious hearted — Mr. 
Ainſworth, and the truth profeſſed by him, having un- 
1 picked quarrels again! him: aftervvard Without bis 
_ While matters were in debating (not imitating D. 

eynolds to Hart although he highly commends him pag. 
367.) publiched « book againſt him , laying to his charge 
things Which he ine w not, even graſſe vniruths,and pilpa- 
$% reproches, making did eri falſe charges upon him, as if 
he neither chamed nor feared to be Sathans inſ{rument to 
blow abroad Whatſoewer envie and malice had ſcraped to- 
gether,in likelihood expecting no other reward them grati- 
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Hing the World, by the Geſpell; diſgrace in our ſub-erfion ; 
yea labouring through his ſides to ſmite the text it ſelfe, 
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Which F ruff M. Aintworth hath well cleared in that lir- 
the |; liched in his life time With thoſe 
books of Moſes, befides a particular to his book he had 
well began, and had finiched long before his death had not 
his infirmitie of body hindered, But noWv time permits not 
ro inſtance particulars, but leaving [0 ghbourly, yea fo 
anchriitian an oppoſite to the Lord for, indgement, I Will 
add a Word or tw touching the occaſion of this treatiſe en- 
ſuing, Which Was at the requeit of ſome, (Whoſe minds the 
Anabaptifts would eumber With their errours) to chew his 
iudgment on the foreſayd book. No as ſome were aſſaulted 
that yet Mui giue no Way or entertainment to thoſe errors, 
yer otberſome hs had ftood in the truth a long time, were 
perverted, The knowledge of theſe things comming to this 
reverend and iudlicious man, Mr, Henry Ainſworth, hee 
ſoone drew out this anſwer,and ſent it by a friend into Eng- 
land, to reclaime (if God ſaw it good) ſuch as bad erred 
herein, and gone attrray 7 rauh and incomſiderate zeale 
bezond knowledge, and through the grace of God to pre. 
rue ſuch from falling as yet ſtood : & he (ent for the pre- 
ſent, purpoſing if the Lord continued ſome competent health 
and ſtrength, to reviſe and ſo to make more perfed# this 
Which then shortneſſe of time in reſpet# of the Meſſengers 
great haſte, could not be affoorded, and ſo to make it pub- 
lick in this ſpring ; but the Lord having prevented this bis 
purpoſe, by raking him to himſelfe, hee now refteth from 
his labowrs. Tet finding the matter may, through the ble. 
ſong of God, be prefitable to his people, it is thowght fit 
to keepe theſe his laſt labowrs in matters of this nature in 
ſilence, but that it come to the publick vic for the good of 
them that are ordained to lift. And ſo I win thee to fare- 
Yell in the Lord, R 


bs 


Tears ©KIT.2 


4 
= 


© > >the ir wt pers 


[94 3s SALE NAS OLE, , 2 Nc 
r 
Po O_o > a , 4 


— a <a a a. 


A CENSVRE UPON A DIALOGVE 
of the Anabaptiſts, intituled, TL Deſcription 
of What God hath Pred:ſtinaced copceraing 
MAN. .. 


B EI NG requeſted by ſome, whoſe mindes the Anabap. 


tiſts would cumber with their errours, to thew my judges 
nent on their foreſaid Book; I haue ſet down theſe tow 
obſcrvations. 
In the firit part which they intitle of Prede ination, they cor- 
2 a double fault, 1 They confirme not by holy Wen theit owae 
octrine: for in the thitd page of their Dialogue, they deſcribe 
Gods Predeſtination out of their own head; not one Scripture 
brought to prouc that they ſay : neither can they juſtific by 
word that their deſcription , wherein ſome things are erroneous , 
ſome ambiguous lophiſticall till they be cleared, 2 Th 
abuſe and catumniate the do@rine of thoſe whom they call Cal 
viniſts, and would father upon them abſurdities, errouts, blaſpho. 
mies: taking advantage upon ſome harſh phraſes , cancludi 
aint them worſe things then either they ſpake or meant; pal 
ag over the explanations to be lecne in ſundry of their workes, 
which will clears them of the errours that thelg men would ene 
Force upon them. 1 0 2 
be diffegences vvhich they make tin page 4) 
viniſts ine and theirs), are fraudule 
berweene Al things, and a good things : 
Þeprift doe differ from the plaine Scripm 
Al were created by Chriſt, Col. 1 16, and without him was 
ht auy thing made that was. made, 1 Iob.1 2. Secondly, thy cans 


auy 
not be iguoxant but bat we hold all things that were made to bee 
9 , Gep. 31, lo hu difference — torged out of theit 
The 2 ; differences. as that the Calviniſts ſhould lay, 55 
15 
bell 


ne(martber ar the ii 
aud auth «ll thing 
t and ts other, damnation 4 : , the 
nabapgiſts ſay, Neher good is done cn from God, but no 
54 thing: that ate dane 5; ad; thay God * e e. and ae 
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8s <A Cenſure pen 4 Dialogue 
tber ef all good, an of ſalvation to «ll men; but the devil! is the anther 
evi. Un theſe d. ferences they ſet down ſome cttoui, wich ca- 
lumnie and ſophiſtric. | | g 
- Ecrour it is to fn, God ap ei ved not Damnation as Salvation: 
wherein apaine they proclaime the mſelues diff rent from holy 
Scripture. For damnation being a work of Gods juſtice upon the 
reprobares, (as ſalvation is 2 work of his grace towards hu elect) 
commeth from God, and is by him appointed; as thſe Scriptures 
plaivly teſtiſie, Mat.25 41, Tudev.4, 2 Pet. 2 3-- 9, Rom. 9 2. 
That any of us ſhould Hy, murther and other Ike vices come 
from God, and are appointed by him, 15,11jurious fophiſticarion, 
We hold not God to be the principall caufe or author of any cv 
as it is ſin; but onely of evill as it is condigne puniſh ment for fin, 
according to Eſa. 40 7, Amos 36, Concerning marther and other 
like actions, we diſtinguiſh between the action as it is naturall, and 
as it is morall. All act ons as they are meerely natutall. ate of God 
for in him Ive live, and monte, and have our being, Ad 17 28, without 
him no man can moue his hand to ſmite h > neghbour. As they 
are morall, Gods providence concerning them is iwotold ; for as 
they are vicious & ſiofully done, God doth them nor, but 4ufficrh 
them ſo to be donc: as they haue in them te ſpect of juſtice and pu- 
niſhment, ſo God doth, appomreth,commandeth ih m to be done: 
As, the defiling of Davids Concubines, being confidered in the 
ſifuineſe of it, proceeded from Abſaloms wicked luſt, and Achi- 
t Is wicked coumſell. 2 Sam. 16 rt 22. thus God did it not, but 
ſuffercd it ro be done. But conſidering it as a puniſhment or cha- 
ftiſement for Davids fin, the Scri telleth us, that God ts 
Davids wiucs agd «Ke them ro Abſalom, and God did this thi 
2 Sam 1211 12, The murdering of the Iſraelites by the Aﬀſy: » 
ans, of the 1 wes by the Bab; , was a very G full Aon 
done by theſe Heathersy and thus God ſuffred them to doe it: 
But as it was a juſt puniſhment for his iniquitic, God 
thoſe heathens againſt he nen, Eſa 10 4 6. 
cauſcd the lewes to fall by the (word he mate Ieruſalem dcſol-te, 
he himſ ite fought againſt them vt an owrſtretched hand, he de- 
liver d ther into the hands of Nebuchaorezary he de. 
Kroy s dy inſt the m, he them into the band e ihs 
ſought their lif.: the Babylonians were his ſervants, whom be ſent 
and took, and brought againft the land ; though thote M athens 
for theu iniquntie in dong this, were afterward punuſhed. let -· ig y 
9. K 215 5, hd 27 25, & 25 912. Other examples ma arr 
the Scprunyhon thele a8ions which men id molt ofa 4 
did the lame o by thoſe evil meu moſt juſti y*eithe | 
ent upon teptobats, bt for chaſtiſemeni & mercy unto his 
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F Cod Predeſtinition. 0 

They inveigh againſt us, as teaching {hat God decreed that Aim Page y. 
rend not but /inne ; that God c d bim not to /in and yet decreed 
that be ſhould evo xp Anſw. They proceed in wronging us, 
We tcach not that decreed ſinne ſhould be done, otherwiſe 
then by ſuſſering it to be done. He never decreed either to doe 
finne, or to command it to be done, or to apptroue it being done, 
Neither did any decree of God force Adam to fin; he might haue 
haue avoided finning if he had would: but he would not continue 
in ob«dicace, he ſiaued willingly. 

Further, th-y feigne us to ſay, that thengb God by bir reviiled Page 8, 
Dill commended Adam not to , yet in hut > Dil he decreed be 
m_ in Anſid. God neither openly nor ſecretly decreeth or wil. ' 
th fin. as fin: for he is nor a God that hath pleaſure in wickednes, 
Plal.5 4. They keep their wont therefore in calumuiating us. Alſo 
they erte, in refuſing the diſtinction between Gods revealed and his 
ſecrer will, — we underſtand not two wils in God, but one 
and the ſame will, partly revealed, partly concealed from us and 
ſecret,according to Deut. 29 29. By his reveiled will ot comman- 
dement, God would haue Abraham to kill his ſon, Gen. 22, by his 
fecret will (not then teveiled to Abrabam but afterward) hee 


would not haue him killed. 
They goe on and would proue , that God did neuiber derer, mor Page y. 


liy amy ne «iy on Adam to tranſgreſſe. But they labour in the wind, 
and would prove that which we con fc fe, yet in rheir proofe lur- 
k-ch errour ; for they affirme, that God lf not Adam unfurniſhed 
Dub any thin? that ig hi ſupport hum in that eft ue in bich he created 
bim. For this th y bring no word of God, but broach their own 
fanſi 8. A am was unfurniſhed of Gods gracious help to ſu 
him when he vvas tempred : for want of it, he willingly yeelded 
unto Sa an: by it, he might and would haue refiſted all tentations; 
even as the elect angelohaving this grace, ate ſupported ſo as they 
ſhall never fall. Adam in deed was fo furniſhed of God, that no 
r or frawd of Satan could haue vanquiſhed him, unkfic he 
[imlclf: would voluntary yeeld: which he did, and therefore 
had no excuſe for his finne. But God ( if he had pleaſed) could fo 
- have confirmed his will in good, could fo haue ſupported him 
with grace in tentation, that his will ſhould not at all haue decli- 
ned to ell. This God did not, becauſe ſo it pleaſed him; aud he 
was not bound to giue Adam more grace, then that which he had 
beſtowed on him: which was fo 7 that no * of devils 


could hauc prevailed, if the man had not willingly fallen, 
d to manife ſt two things: firſt, Of Adams tate, Pa. te 11. 


God could not make bim otheranje then be tmade him, that 


2 able to obey bis precepts 1 but not un:hmngetbly good. 2 
2 ,v QT 
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4 A Cenſure upon 4 Didlogue 
Not to reaſon'of things too high for us, how God could bene meds 


wan: Igrantthat men and Angels, and all ervatures are c 
able: and that Adam was able to obey all Gods commandements, 
if he had would: but this proveth not that he was furniſhed with 
all things that might ſupport him in that good eſtate : for he had 
not ſpeciall grace from God to ſtabliſh his will in good;which the 
2 haue done, and then Adam had not ſinned. Whereas 
adde, God did wot decree and force bim to * vve lay the ſame, 
and they ſinfully wrong us to impute ſuch blaſphemy unto us. 
2 The ſecond thing they would manifeſt is; Thet many things bee 
dome ogainff the will of God, Anſw. This as it u fer down is 
For it was the vvill of God to ſuffer Adam to fall, elſe he had not 
fallen: and God willingly ſuff-reth all the ſinnes done undet the 
Sun; fer if he vvould not ſuff-r them, the creatures could not doe 
them. But underſtanding by Gods vvill his commandement,or his 
approbation : ſo it is true, that too many things are done againſt 
Gods will: and this they need not goe about ro proue,for none (I 
thinke ) denyeth it. 

But they ſcoffe at the diſtinct ion between the action, and the ſin 
of the action, and call it meerely « fabulous riddle ; and ſay, the ſab- 
tilty of the Riddle is this, that rn is nothing whereupon they plea» 
ſantly inferre,that mealefattors are puniſhed for nothing. Anſo. Had 
they not a better faculty in deriding then in diſputing,thcy would 
not haue called ir a fabulous riddle. I haue before proved that all 
actions of men as they are naturall,all motions inward or outward, 
ate of God, Act. 17 28. Againe, I haue proved that the actions of 
Aſſytia and Babylon, wete juſt and — actions as Cod did them; 
but wicked & ſinfull as men performed them Therfore the action 
and the fin of the action ate rightly and needfully diſtinguiſhed, 
ſcelng Gods hand is in the one, but not in the other, That Ga is no 
ſubſtanciall thing is plaine, ſceing all things were made by God , 
Ioh. 1 2, but ſinne he never made: it 18 a vicious quality intcQing 
the good things which God made, and corrupting their act ons. 
And thus though fin be not ſimply nothing, yet it is no ſubſtantial 
thing. Their defiaition of ſin, that it is 4 thoug bt, bord,or dead nom - 
tray to the ill of God; is no perfeRt definition : for there is an he- 
reditary fin from Adam,which all haue,before they can either das, 
or ſpeak,or think: ol which poinc we ate to treat anon. Their infe- 
rence that they which hold Godto be the author of the deed Bbich 4 
Fave, hold him te be the author of inne, is denyed and befare dif. 
proved.” We know God was author of the deed of ſending Io. 
ſeph into Ægypt : for he ſent bim (hither, partly to try and hum. 
ble loſeph, partly to provide for Iakobs family, Plal. 10 17 19, 
Cen. 4 58, yet was be not author of the fin commuittad im ſc a- 
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hien, that was of the Patriarchs, moved with envy, A879. 

charge M. Kno with Di . „and large bl:/ 
for aſ.ribing to the providence of God, Dbuſocver the Ethnic 
attributed to fortane: Their reaſon is this,Þbs knoweth not that An- 
4% fortune , the Etbuicks aſcribe all perverſe and peſtilent bickedneſſe, 
Anſd. Herein they wander from the truth, and blaſpheme it. Gods 
providence extendeth further then to ſuch things as he himſelfe is 
author and doer of: it extendeth : o all the moſt horrible ſinnes in 
the world , which he willingly ſuffeteth to be donc, and providerh 
in vvhat manner and meaſure he vvill ſuffer them to be done, and 
by bis vviſedome knoweth to bring good out of the vvorſt and 
moſt ſiafull deed. Could Adam haue been — — to ſin, if God 
had not given Satan leave to tempt ? Could he haue fallen, if God 
bad not left him to himſelfe? Was not Gods providence in Abſa - 
loms horrible ſinne vvhen he defiled bis fathers vviucs; ſeeing God 
foretold it, and the manner of it, before all Iſracl, and before the 
Sun? a Sam. 11 11 12. Gods providence ſuff:red Shimeis ſinne 
vvhen he curſed David: his providence kept Abimilec h from fin. 
ning in de filing Sarah, Gen. 20 3 6. To conclude, it is neece unto 
Atheiſme & Epicuriſme to deny Gods providence in any the leaſt 


thing or action be it good or evil. 
Bur theſe men inferre vvotſe matter; atking Dbether any thing 
may be ſpoken more repugnent to the nature of God, or contrary ts bu 
Bord oe. then to ſay that God puniſketh man Dith bell torments , for 
doing thoſe thing; Dh be bi bath predeſtinated, or d,decreed, 
determmed, appointed, Billed and — him to doc, au that D 
$14 cannot chooſe, but muſt needs doe by the force and compuſprn of 
bis predeftination. Anſ Bold calumniators, vvhich vvoul make 
the vvotla belecue vve ſay ſuch things as vve abhorre to thinke, 
In hovv many books might they haue ſcene theſe: things denyed , 
and refuted. We teach ſinne is ſuffered of Cod, not done 
him, nor decreed, vvilled, commanded, much leſſe compelled. A 
that fiane (vvhethet men or divils ) fin volunrarily,of their ovun 
vvill, for vvhich they might all in juſtice be damned. God tem 
teth no man to evill, much leſſe forceth or compelleth any to evill, 
Jam, x 13, So they anfvver unto, and vvaula refute their ovvre 


Actions. 


„rant 16. 


They affirme that vve ſay , Þhatſoever God firefeeth be Dilleth , rt N 


and it cannot bat come to paſſe : vvheteto they anſvver, that God 
ene «ll thing :,go0d and chill, hut he illeth oncly good. And though 

fore — all ebings, gee all things come not to paſſe th refore of 
mece/ſitie. Anſe. They (till dally and decctuc by pe nerailand am» 
biguoustermes. If they ugderſtand by Gods vvill, bis perm uue 


wvill, ot vvilliog ſuffcrance:lo v ve 7 all chingꝭ good ot c vill con e 
3 


5 A Cenſurt upon 4 Dialogue 
to paſſe by his vvill. But if they meane Gods eſfectiue or 
ving will, ſo vve hold that he vvillerh nothing but good. 
ſecond vve teach ror, that all thirgs therefore come to paſſe be- 
cau {i God foreknovverth them : bis forcknevviedge impoſeth no 
neceſſity on thirgs. But vvitha!l vve teach, that vyharſoever God 
foteknovveth ſhall be, that muſt needs be, elſe his knovvied 
ſhould not be cerraine and infallible : bur they come to paſſe 
other cauſcs then his bare for: —_—_— Theſe diſtit ions ob- 
ſerved, their reaſons deduced from Scripture ate ſoone taken 


avvay., 


Pay. 18. They plead , that God foreſceth the death of « ſinner, and the eauſe 
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therof, bit. bs Þickedneſſe z but Dilleth it not, 4 Etech. 18 3» end 


33 11.1 Dull not the of « ſinner, but that be retarne «nd line . Chriſt 
foreſaw the deftruttion of leruſalim, yet be Ihilled it not for be Þept ee. 

AA. 23 37. Anſw. They doe not vvell to ſhuffle together, 

Death, and vvickedneſſe the cauſe of it. Wickednefſe God d. 

leth petmiſſiuely, {uf ing it to be done: Death he vvilleth « & & we- 

ly,infl tir g it on obſtinate ſinners. Secondly,they erre in c ny ing 

abſolutely that God vvilleth the death of a firner, elfe ho 
Should God judge the vvorld? To kill for fin is a vvorke of uſtice, 

as to pardon fin is a vvork of mercy. God vvilleth his ovvre u- 

ſtice and vvurk thereof. Who but he createrh the cvill of puriſh- 

ment ? Elay 45 5, Amos 3 6. Who but he prepareth death and 

hell for ſinners ? Math. 25 41. And wid be doe this againſt his vv 

The Scripture in plaine vvoros fauh of Els vvicked fors, 7 by 

not &c. becavſe th: Lord Þovld fly hem, „Sam. 4 29. 

Whcreas therefore Eckl faith, God B otic not nne death, it cau- 

not be meant abſohutcly or in all r<(p« + ( for then it oi Id con- 

tradict the other Scripture, ) but conditionally or comparative ly: 

6 0 8 0 if finners repent he vvilleth not their death ; or hee vv ileth uot 
9 * © theirdeath ſo much as their repentance. But if the vvicked turne 
a——_ not, then the (Prophet ſaith ) God Bhetteth bu ſword , bendeth bis 
Ek 18.23 4,5, and preparath for him the inſt1 um ente, death, Pial.7,12 13. 80 
Chriſt vvould not Ictuſale me de ſttuction, if they vvould haut 

come to him: but becavſe they vvould not, he vvould make it de- 

1 — forctold, Dan. 9 26 27. . mod 

18, cy vvould proue, that all things come not paſſe of nece 

+ has therefore ; to — Gods foteknovvledge. . They 


Iibour in vaine to proue that they need dot. Gods foreknowledge 5 


Lyeth no neceſſity that the thing muſt be done by force or com- 
— Yea Gods vvill alvvayes layeth no ſuch neceſſity: ſeeing 
e vv illeth ſome things conditionally, vvhich are not «ff. ed un- 
le ſſe the condition be obſerved : as he vvould a ſiunęts life , not 
dcath, couditionally if he returne to God. He * —— 
cuctios 


e 
A 
(-lu 
1.09 
und 
thel 
1 
th. 
but 


+>; 


2128 


2 
_ 


"S222 


of Gods Predeftinati * 7 


firuHion of Niniveh; bur conditionally, except they tepented. O- 
ther things God willerh abſolutely; and thoſe muſt needs come 
to paſſe; for none can teſiſt or hi his abſolute will. Ef. 46 10. 
11.15.1111 TJ; ot. But foraſmuch as God certainly fore- 
know th all things that ſhall be,yyhether good ot evil, in this re. 
& all hingt come to paſſe of neceſſitie, othetwiſe God in his 
orck 1 wyledgs might be deceived. But as neceſſitie meancth vio- 
I acc force, compulſion: fo all things ate not of neceſſitie, bur ma- 
ny we of the voluataty will of the creature. Therefore theſe ad- 
verſ aries deccive their rea ter in anſwering texts of ¶criptute al- 
I-dged: for ſometime they fahr, ancruths on und with dH e. | 
time ſotcad their errors As when they (ay, In theſt «tions ( TA 
Iy Shimeis curſing of David and the like) there Pere chi, nome 
car Tag on y prite deri : now the controverſie ij \fay they) Bh bu 
fir # canfee if thu curfing,anvy pride deceit. Anſos They would make 
contre ſic where none is. We belceve that all finne is originally 
from- he creature, none from ch creator. So when they would T. . 
conclu ic from our doctrine, that God ſhould be moſt to be bla- 
med for forcing of nereſſitic by is decree, Satan to tempt, and man 
© conlcar and att u: they dhe them: to be calumnarors t 
we dog nor hob! that ever any creature was, is, ot ſhall be forced of 


ce by Godt decrce,co unto, or to act any ſin. 
24 let the reader obſerue, hom thef. men them- 


ſelues can ds ſh when they ate driven to it: for (in 14s 
hey coufeſſe C d made them that are now Divels, ind con- 
unueth the life and of men and Divils talſo (in pag 16. that 
theſe Diwils and meu * inſtruments that — 2 are 
in- 


— are from yet the actions (h y ſay) of 
mc findes, cannot be good from Go. 
| The firſt tn tive, that diwis and men were G good creaturex; 
th ſccond, (chat Cod coonmeucth their life 204 b-1g)'s allo irucy 
but imperf. d: they ſhovld haue added their mob4ag allo: for 
we arc taught, that w him be Ae, and moucand hue + bring, Act. 
17 28. Why ſaid they uo that God commuetb their moving allo? 
Was 44 becauſe they Law all our aon ate motions, and th ri fors 
in ſome rclipeRt ai of God? But this they haulk for advane 
tage 5 (hc arours, Ther third affernion is partly falſc,and parts 
ly fraudulent. Fraud it u to confound aon and francs, as if th 
queer all one, and admitted no diſt nctiou (v+ hich the A bat 
call a terninę device.) Falſe ir is that the ations of the fe rnttiumewncs 
be good fram God: for vehailo ver 1s from Gl, 1s goo 
als they ate meerchy natuta l, ate from Gai, in whom 
5 ; Again,all afti vas h , God (enbor for 2 
vi doch dy eval witruments, they arg 5 
| . muidy 


Bis 


Pay. a6 27+ 


morally good in reſpe& of God: though as they are miſdone, or 
Cafully done by divils and men, they are morally evill ; and 
thus doth them not, but onely h them to bee done 


Now for Gods ſending the Aſſytians — Eſa. 10 5 6. 
his ſending deluſions upon — eſſ. 2 11, and the likes 


2 
the it was not otherwiſe t — — they would ptoue 
it by 2 divils words to Chriſt, 32 as into the ſavine, Mary 12. 


vvbich another Evangeliſt ſetteth down thus, S. fer ust gore c- 
Mat. 31. Hcreupon they inferte, that Gods ſending 15 nothing 


but ſafering in this calc. 
. They conclude wore then the Scripture teacheth : for 
(ough ſuch 22 be ſuffering, yet it followerh not that ſuck 
ng is nothing 


fa ing there is more in it then fo. For the 
puniſhing of Iſrael by Aſhſhur,Efai. 10. was an ect of Inſtice for . 
their ſintu: and ſo is the ſending of deluſion in 2. Theſſ. 2. a work 
Fzuſtice : therefore a good worke, And if God did not doe theſe 
ings, but onely ſuffered them: then the gone workes of juſtice 
; done by wicked men and divils; and the Divils ſhalt be good 
oersz and God a ſufferer onely of good ro be done. The 
they make ſhew of from comparing the E what 
ſtr they ate in the book of God. When ſundry of. 
Apollles the ſarge things, i is uſually with ſome 
change and of words : not that the dwfcrent words ate 
ivalent,one meaning neither more nor |: ſſe then another, but 
different meaning,and larger extent oftentimes o teach further 
matter. That which onc Evangehſt calleth faſting, Mark x19. an- 
other calicih n,. Adab. g. 15. yet ate not thee two one, 
though often joyned together. To arink ith the Math, 
24-49. 4s ed, To drink and ts be une, Luk. 11. 45) which 
two ſpecc hes ate not alwaycs the ſame zfor a man 71 
the drunken, and yet not be drunken himſelfe. In 2. Chen. y. . the 
Levites tock up the Ark : in 1. King. 8.3. it is ſayd, the Priettr took 
up the Ark ;this expoundeth the r; for th all Pricfts 
were Levites, yet all Levites were not Pricfts. In 1. Chron. 19. 1'9- 
the Syrians ould not help the Ammonites : in 4. em. 10. 19: it 
18 ſay d. they fearedto help them. Vet are not thele words of 
e — * for ſome may bee unwilling to — t 
ey be not a — — h, e greatly O danghrer 
of Lion, Zach. 9.9. the le alle 92 72 not O daughtet 
of Sion, Joh. 13.15. The Prophet 5 ,the Gentiles mal 
1.19, the Apoſtle expopndethit,the Gentiles ſhall 
13. And many the like ; bete to make one of the w 
Ja force iben the other, wet to. do apen violenct io the 


- od 


of Grd; Predeitination. 5 


And chat all may (ce that ending is more then ſuffering, the very 
| ſame hiſt >cie which they alledge doth TE , for the 
ſame Divils at che ſam: time deſired Chriſt that hee would not 
ſend them away out of the countrie, Mark, 5 to. but in Lak. 8. 
31. it is laid, they defired that he would not commnd them to goe 
| out into the deep. If theſe mens reaſon be of weight, ending is ns 
| more then ſuffering : this reaſon hath aſmuck weight, that ſending 
| is no leſſe ch n commnding. Now betwixt — and N 
| themſclues (I ſuppoſe) will conteſſe there is ſometime a great dit- 
| ference. But why doth the one Evangeliſt ſay ſend us, and an other, 
Suffer ar? Not to confound theſe two as one, but to teack us two 
things ; 1. that as it was the divils ſinfull and malicious defire to 
the creatures, & to procure envy againſt Chrift in this reſpe& 
them: 2. but as it was C ald juſt puniſh ment on the 
covetous Gadarens, and trial of them whether they loved theit 
ſwine more then him and his goſpel; in theſe reſpeRs Chriſt not 
oncly ſafercd but ſent the divils into the ſwine; and the divils were 
his ſervants to doe what he would haue done, The like is to be 
minded for Gods ſending the Aſſytians, and Babylonians, with 
ſword to kill; and the divils with deluſions to deceiue the repro. 
bates; and other the like, t King. 22, 19,20---22.23- 
This is further manifeſted by the example of Chrifts death : 
touching which { whatſoever the Scripture ſaith) theſe men doe 
deny that God determined, appointed or decreed, that the Wicked ſhould Pag nt, 
betray or murther him, otherwiſc then by ſuffering them. Which it they 
ſpake in teſpect of the ſinne onely , we would grant : but being g 
meant of the actions done, it is againft the expreſſe Scriptures , 
which ſay the lewes rooke and crucified him, delivered 
by the determinate counſell ani foreknowledge of God, AH. 2 23, and 
that both Gentiles and Iſtaeſites were gathered together for to doe 
whatſoever Gods band and his —_— predeitinated (ot fore · deter- 
mined) to be done; Ad i 17.18. Now Gods Counſell and Prede- 9 
ſtination that a thing ſhould be done, is more then bare petmiſſi- 
on; and his bend being in it, ſheweth him to be an agent in this 
work. God out of his loue, ſent and gaue his Sonne for us, lok. 3. 
16.17, it pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him, and put him to gtiefe. 
Eſay 3. io, and Chriſt laid down his life of himſelſe, no man took 
it from him, Ioh. to. 18, he ed out his ſoule unto death, Ela. 
53-13, he offered up himſelte a ſacrifice for our ſinnes, thtough the 
etcruall Spirit, Heb. 7. 27, & 9 14. Theſe and the like ſayings in 
Scripture, teach us more of God in Chriſts death, then a 
| ſuffering. Gods good hand was in it for our redemption, and 
| mow « onely the wicked hands of them that ſinfully crucified 
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for God might haut appointed ſome to ſacrifice Chriſt,as be did Abrs- 
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. Whereas they tell us, Chriſt might baue herne 


Þithout fu } 
ham to ſacrefice ak c. They ſpeake too preſumptuouſly in 
Gods — Wal they reach me other 2 a — way 4 cf. 
fe& his owne purpoſes, then himſelfe hath choſen ? But what 
would they infer upon it? If God had decreed that Chrift ſhould 
haue beene ſlaine by holy Angels; they would not then devy ( 
tuppoſe) but God ſhould be an agent in his Sons death. Now that' 

decreed he ſhould be ſlaine by evill Angels, and bands of 
wicked men; and his Decrees and Counlels muſt Rand , Plal. 33. 
Ii, his predi@tions muſt needs be fulfilled, AR. 1.16, is he not ther- 
fore an agent in Chriſts death? Shall he be reſtrained from uſſ 
any of his creatures to doe his good work, becauſe they througl 
their one corruption and malice doe it (and cannot but doe it) 
amiſſe? Or ſhall their miſ doing which is in them voluntarie, and 
not cauſed of God, be imputed to him? Let men ſpeake and think 
of God with more ſobriety:and though our dulneſſe cannot com- 
pre hend how Gods good hand can be in the evill actions of wicked 
men, & he not partaker of their fin:{yet let us not deny that which 
God plainly teacheth, but rather lay out hand on out mouth, and 
eonfeſſe we haue uttered that we underſtood not, things too won- 
derfull for us which we knew not, Iob. 40. 4, & 42,3. 

The laſt reaſon which they pretend to anſwer, is ſuch as dazel- 
kth the adverſaries cyes. The Scripture faith, the Iewes could not 
Peleene, becauſe (the Lord) he blinded their eyes and hardned their 
beart , that they ſhould not ſee,nor under i and,. and be converted and hea - 
kd, Job. 1 2. 39. 40. Alſo the Lord faith, f Þill barden Pharoabi hart: 


and be (ball not bearken unte you, that } may lay my band upon N | 
7. 


&c, Exod. 7. 3. 4 They aniwer, to the firſt, that Ly comparing 
6.9. Aas. 13. 14, c. 44. 28. 26, c. it is manifeſt , that they binked 
pub their eyes, leſt they ſhould ſer: for hich cauſe God gaut them up to 
that reprobate ſenſe. To che latter they anſwer, that Tharaob bardened 
bu (owne) beart ,Exod.9.34, and God bardened bu heart ( and ſo the 
bearts of the _ ) by giving them up ts Satan (D Dorketh bardnes 
of beart againſt God ) and to their owne bearts hr dne, and luſts yo vile 
a fettions, and to reprobate mindes, Pſ{1,81.11.12. Rom. 1. 2426.26. 
Ai. That the Iewes winked and would not ſee, that Pharoak 
hardned his own heart and would not let Hracl goe, is true, That 
for theſe cauſes God gaue them up totheir one luſts, & c. and to 


Satan is allo true, Thus farre we agree;but to the force of our te- 


ſon they anſwer nothing at all. For in theſe works of blanding and 
berdexing, there is more then Gods bare permiſſion: they did it, 
and God it; they ſinfully, but God righteouſly, juſtly rewarding 
their nne. Aud thus the enemy condemnueth himſelfe. For _ 


% 


\% $% D 


a . . 
that for fin, infli&:th puniſhment, doth a good work of juſtice, 
and (uffreth it not onely to be done: but for fin blinded the 

, and hardned the hearts of the Iewes and Egyptians; there- 

e in blindning and hardening, God wat a — 7 a juſt ludge Y 
and not a ſuff:rer onely,as while ere they pleaded. Between theſe 
two there is great difference. The Greckes tooke Soſthe nes and 
beat him before Gillioes judgement ſeat;here Gallio ſuffered then 
enely,caring for none of thoſe things, AR. 18.15.1617. Paul and 
Silas were beaten and impriſoned by the Magiſtrates commande- 
ment, Act. 16. 22. 23, here the Magiſtrates not onely ſuffered, but 

were agents alſo in their beating and imptiſoning, hough they did 
it by other wicked mens hands. So God when hee commandeth 
Satan to goe and deceiue, ot harden wicked finners, 1. King.22. 22, 
whe he giveth ſinners up to a reprobat mind, Rom. 1.24-26, 28,then 
God deceiverh, God hardneth in juſt judgement, and doth not one. 

ſuffer theſe things. When the Iudge delivereth an evill doet to 
the Officer, & the O er caft him into priſon, Luk. 1 2.58,the Iudge 
doth this by the Offi-er. So God is the Iudg, he deliveteth evil doers 
to Satan to be their deluder, their rormentor, their goaler,he giveth 
them up to blindnes, hardnes, reprobate minds; & theſe are works 
of his juſtice, which Satan and evill men execute moſt ſinfully. 

Chriſt ſaith, he came into thu Peri for judgement , that they buck 

ſe not might ſee , and that t — might be made blind, Lob.g, 
$9. Now in what manner God blindeth and hardneth ſinners it is 
not in man fo declare : for his judgements are unſcurchable, and bg 

l uding out , Rom. 11. 33, But they that for his judge- 

—ä— make 1 author of ſin, — on the one hand: 
and they that aſcribe unto him herein but a bare permiſſion, erte 
on the other hand. Godlineſſe will teach us to beleeue and reſt in 
that which the Scriptures teach : though it paſſe our reach and ca» 

citie how God in his wiſedome doth thel: things. Hitherto of 
redeſtination. 


of Election. 


HEY proceed to ſpeake of election; where after they 
haue fer downe (as they thinke good themſelucs) what 


our opinion ia, they propound their owne docttine, vn. 


That Chriſt came to cure all men of their ſj unet, hat Bub « bit= Pag. 34 36. 


ver medicine, Phich u, that Ihe muſt deny our ſeluer, take up bis croſſe 
end follow him. S many as refuſe to take this medicme,cannot be cured, 
\but ſuch as rectine it ave cured. Again, that they are ele#ed bo doe 


enn, «ud that our cheition — af ,ỹ condition,aceot 3 
* " + - & 3 is 


—— — — — — — — — 


Rom. 9. 2. 


236, 


N- 1.77 


AA. I 7.28, 
29. 


Rom. & 29, 
Page a.. 
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to the Scriptures, the Lord chooſeth to bimſelfe a righicow man, end 
they that Pere not Gods prople , ſhall be bis people, &e. if they ſeeks 
rigbteonfueſſe by faith , and theſe are the cłił, 177 . to the elt cfion 


ace. Elettion( they ſay) not of particular perſon, but 
F all perſons are Gods generation 7 — theſe 2 ons in 222 
findeth fall h and obedience , of his meere mercy thoſe perſons bee ele- 


Keith to ſalvation, — the quality he findeth in them; 22174 bimſcife 
; 


bath Drought by bis N and Spirit. Which they might bane reſefted, 
bus did not, but ſubmitted to the 1ighteouſneſſe of Cod: and thu ts Gods 
prrpoſe of election before the Þorld D, and theſe are they hom God 
knew , or acknowledged before. And for Gods decrce they feigne it 
to be thus, 1 Pi cauſe «ll N to be taught ( by Chriſt) and ſo 
many of them , (being all called) as doe not bebawe _—_— a4 
they ought , 1 Pill cauſe to be prniſned, and the reſt 1 Will efſe and 
make bappie. This is the doQrine of blind Odegor, the Guide z 
2 ignorant Ereanctes the Scarcher anſwereth, I dee thinke it ſo to 
ne. 

Anſe. Very ignorantly and erroncouflly haue they propounded 
their opinion, with ſome truth mixing much ettout, that the 
blind may lead the blind into the ditch, It is true, that ſuch men as 
they deſcribe ate Gods clect: it is alſo true that God hath wroughe 
theſc good 2 in them by his Word and Spirit. But fallc it 
is, that our election dependatb upon this condition ; Falle, that tiecli- 
on is not of particular perſons, but of quality. Falſe it is (and thwar» 
ting their . 1) that God elefteth thoſe perſons in bom 
be aith and obedience : For be fore election no fuch perſons 
arc to be found among all the ſonnes of Adam. Falſe it is, and an 
abuſing of the Scriprure, to ſay that God chooſeth to bimſelfe a righe 
trons may. Falſe it is to lay ( in this matter of Election] that «ll 
perſons are Gods generation. Bricſly, che whole tenour of their de: 
ſcription of election, is perverſe and erroneous. For, 

1 No ſcripture telleth them that out election te lite, dependeth 


on this condition, of our faith and obcdicnce. Faith and obedience 5 


ate the effects ( not the cauſe) of out election, and are conditions 
following ele ction, not going before it ; as it is written, A 4. 
Pere ordained to eternalt life beleeved, A. 13. 48, teaching that 6 
ordaining to life (that is his election) went before their 42 
but theſe men invett the order of God, and would teach, that ſo 
many as belceved ( beforehand ) were otdeined to life. 

2 The-Apoſtle teacheth us, that whom 2 
predeſt inate io be conformed to the image of bis Soune, Rom. B. 29, ſo 
that our conformity to the image of Chriſt, our faith, obedience, 
bearing of his crofſ. &c. is that whereunto (not that wherefore } 
God ptedeſtined or chole us. This is moſt appatant by the words 

following; 


7 & 
following: Whom be did predeitinate 40 
cated then e uſtified them be alſo ꝑlori- 
fied, Rom. 8. 30,50 then glorifying commeth after juſtifying; juſti« 
fying after calling; , after predeſtioating or chooling unto 
life : and theſe graces ate not before predeſtination or cauſes of it, 
as theſe adverſaries would perſwade. 

3 It is written, that God bath choſen us in Chrift, before the foun« 
dation of the Vorl i. that he ſhould be holy ; and bee predefti 10 
unto the adoption of children by Ieſus Chriſt, Eph. t. 4. ſo that oui ho- 
lineſſe, and out adoption, ate things that we ate choſen unto, and 
doc follow cle&ion;bur ate not the chings going beforc,and which- - 
we are choſen for, becauſe God findeth them in us. 2 

4 Paul teacheth us that God ju/tifyeth the ungoaly that beleeue 
in him, Rom. 4 5,now thoſe whom he juſtifieth,he did chooſe and 
predeſtinate before, Rom. &. 30,therefore he choſe the ungodly, the 
unrighteous, that they may be made godly, righteous, and holy, 
through his grace. But theie men ſay,God cboojeth a rightroms man, 
whereas the Scripture faith, There is none rightcons, no nag one, there .. 
is none that underſtandeth, none that ſicketh after God, Nom. 3. 10. 11, 
ſo that if God ſhould chuſe the tighteous onely,none at all ſhould 

be choſen. They ſay, it is according to the Script ure, but they ſhew no 
Scripture that accordeth to their ſaying, If they intend 5 4. be 
Lord beth f (or ated) biz that is. gody for umſcife; I. 
know not elſe what Scri — ſhould — are decei- 
ved and would deceive; for David ſpeaketh not there of his electi- 
on to life, but of his being ſer apart to the glory of the kingdome 
of — — his — —— pos to ignominy:nei- 
ther uſeth he the vvotd o ion, but o —— *. ; 
#fter « marbelous ſort)wvhich vvord is uſed for Gods 8 — 
tovvards his people after they ate cle qed and called, as a Jy 
in Ex. 33.16, K 11.7,yea and. it is applyed to bruit beaſts;vvhich arg. 
not partakers of the Election that vve treat of, Ex. 94. * 

Moſes teacheth Iſtael, that God gaue them not inheritance 

in the cacthly Canaan( much leſſe in the Kingdome of Chriſt) for 
thetr rig htcouſneſſe or uerightneſſe of their heart, Dent. 9 4.5.6, he tel- 
leth them, Becanſe God loved athers, therefore bee choqſſ theip 
defter them, Deut.4.37, But theſe men vvould perſvvade,, thas 
men deny the mſelues, take up the crofle & follavy Chri 
— u, becauſe they ate righteous and holy )therefore God choo- 
th them to inhetite heaven. 
6 Becauſe all men arc by nature, or creation, the off-ſpring, ot 
neration of God. Act. 17. a8. theſe men vrould conclude that ele- 
to eternall life, ii noi of particular perſoni hut of quality : as if 
put firſt gacucall buch, mer r 0 


y 
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all one: or, becauſe all perſons are of God by creation, therefore 
no perſons (or all perſons) ate of God by regeneration, and by e- 
lection. But it is palpable error to confound things ſo different. 

Thay proceed in their error,and ſay, All wen te Den the Goſpel 
u preached, Tere eleſtod to ſalvation in Chriſt ; not «nally, for they 
eould not be attually choſen, before tha had atuclly any bring,but in the 
eternal ofe of God upon the conduion afore ſpoken. 

\Aaſs. Their firſt aſſertion is againſt truth, againſt reaſon. It ie 
—— that all to whom the Goſpell is preached, were elected to 

ion in Chtiſt: no ſcripture apr ſo. We are taught the con- 

trary by AF. 13.46. 48. where the Goſpell was preached to many, 
but all that heard it were not elected to ſalvation : for as many 26 
were ordained (that is elected) ro cternall life, belec ved. But all 
belee ved not: therefore all were not ordained (or elected) to life. 
Againſt reaſon it is to ſay, All are elected: for election implieth a 
leaving or refuſing of ſome . Where all ar taken, no choyſe is made. 
Their ſaying is, all Pere eli ed. not actualhy, becauſe they had 
no being; but in Gods erernall purpoſe, The action is in 
not in man: and his purpoſes or decrees ate his actions: and if be- 
fore the foundation of the world, God elected us in Chriſt, as the 
Apoſtle teacheth, Fpb. 1.4. then wete we aQtually choſen before 
we had natural being: though Gods choyſe had not effect in us 
till we had being: But whereas they add, Von the conduion a 
; it is an error before refuted, 
Bat of the tie Paul ſayth, Te Pere Without Chriſt, bithout” 
8 Eph. 2. 12. ſs they Pert wot then really and particu 


Howſoever they change their tearmes,their reaſon is noe 
any were not without God or Chriſt ia teſpect of Gods 

ion, which he did before the woeld was made, Bpb. 1. . bus 

of their ſinfull eſtate and unbelcefe, before they were 

they were without God. 


; 
fa 1 1 K their calling and ſealing by the Spirit, was. 
i But they would confound election and ſealing ignorantly, 


— 
pn proplegand could not at 6 

wine they confound Gods eleFion, with his cal 
«the maniſctarion of bis aleclion by the-<$#&. Gode 


vw Or Lali 4) K x$; 
tedeRtinatibnls before his calling, Row. 8. 30. So though they 
Ly a not his people by calling, they were his by election. It is evi- 
dent by AR. 18. 10. that many in Corinth were Gods people, be- 
fore they were called or converted. Ierem was knowne,landtificd | 
and ordained to be a Prophet, before he was formed or born, I. 
1.5. eau es ne 2 — AI: 
The fay, meaning , Det art partir alur P 1 
eboſen,vben De — or put on Chriſt. For God o chooſtth — . 
be findeth faith and obedience to the Goſpell ; and reſedletb Where theſt 
are wenting. Herein the n Apoſtles, who neither ſpake. 
nor meant as theſe men fpeak. It is ſhewed before from AF. 13. 
48. that election goeth before faith: ſo theſe men erre, that put ic 
after. They pervert the order ſet down in Nom. f. z0. whiles they 
make men to be firſt called, juſtified, glorified ; and then predefti.. 
nated unto lite. They neglect Pauls doctrine, that God choſe us 
before the world was, that we ſhould be holy: and teach new do- 
Qrine of Antichriſts deviſing, that God choſe vs becauſe we were 
holy. Zut to follow them in their docttine: God chooſeth none 
(they ſay) but where he findeth faith. Where doth God 
eing he hath ſhut up all in unbelicte ? Rom. 11. 32. Faith is not 
of our ſelves, it is the gift of God, Epb. 2. f. ſo then hee ſiadeth not 
faith in his elect, but giveth them faith. And if they ſay ſome will 
not beleeue, and them God tejecteth: ſome will beleeue, and them 
God clecteth: I demand, whence haue any this will to belecue? If 
they anſwer, of themſelues and their own power; the Apoſtle tel 
leth us the contrarie, It ir God that Dorketh in ug both to Dit end to" 
ave of bu good plerſire,Phil.2.1 3. Now God giveth not all men this 
will to beleeue and obey : for ſome cannot beleeve, 1. Ieh. 12. 39. 
ſome are reprobate concerning faith and every good Dork, 2. Tim. 3. 8. 
Tu. 1 16. If God would giue all men alike grace, he could make all 
men willing to belecue and obey: but this hee doth not: for ia 
fome he giveth a new heart and a new ſpitit, and takes away the 
ſtony heart out of their fleſh, Fx; K 36.36. in other ſome he hardew 
neth their heart, that they cannot beleeue, not tutne unto him, 
Job. 12.39 40. The myſteric of his Goſpel,God hidub from ſome, 
and revealeth to othetſome: even fo, for fo it ſeemed good in his 
Eght,Math.1 2.25.25. He hath mercic on whom he will, & whom 
he will ke hardencth, Rom. 9. 18. | 
By this which hath been ſayd, all that loue the truth may ſee, 
Mat all men to whom the Goſpell is preached , ate not elected to 
ſalvation in Chriſt, as theſe cottuptets of the Goſpell reach : nei- 
ther can all men belecue, or obey; becauſe Cod giues them not 
ſuch grace. Some refuſe indeed willingly, and they periſls juſtly ; 
me (who naturally are as bad as other, & haue hatts ot Rone 
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of fleſh) are d. new hearts are given them faith and holiaes 
are wrought in them, and ſo they are brought unto ſalvation 
whereanto they were elected. Why God changeth the heart of 
ſome and not of other ſome, when he could if he pleaſed, _—_— 
alle is not 2 ion to be diſputed of, Rom. 9. 19-20. Let it 

fice us, that oweth us nothing, except death for our finnes, 


- His 4s his one, he may giue it where he will, and none haue 
— | 


complaine : If God haue given grace to any of us, let us 
— him for his mercie : when — ſce others left without grace, 
us reverence-him for his unſcarchable judgements. 

The reſt of their diſcourſe about election, though there be ma. 
ny abuſes they offer to the ſcriptures, which mought juſtly be ra: 
xed, yet becauſe — 17 . — e mens vniver- 
fal | diſproue our faith, I think needleſſe to reply unto, 


Of Reprobation, 


* 
————ů—ů— ts be — 


ey, God bath reprobated ſo me, and the greateſt namber, and that 

——— ben there was 
on” periſn, for that 
Þ4 bu pleaſure. 

Lo. We bold not (as they would beare the world in hand) 
that would haue men to periſh, becauſe it is his plea- 
ſure : but becauſe of their ſinnes he deſtroycth them, his Juſtice fo 
requiring. Neither doe we hold that God eucr decreed to puniſh 
Kis reaſonable cteatute, without teſpect of the fin therof 

t. Vet was their puniſhment decreed before they were 

ot had done cvill. For God toreſceing their wickedneſſe, 

ed them to wrath before they acted it, th hee infli- 

— puniſhment till they be ſinners. And this ſcripture 

teacheth, as in Jude berſe . there are certaine men crept in, who 

vvere before of old ordained to this condemnation. If they vvete ordai- 

ned to it before of old, then v vas it before they vvere borne. The 

e is confirmed by Nom. 9.11. 13. 13. vvhich — — ſeeke 

to pervert by a longſome and etroneous expoſition. do- 

Qrine being thus by them miſ-reported; they r to refute their 

ownc - not our afſcrtions, So that they are unworthy of 
any reply. 
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Of falling away. 


E next errour which they would maintaine, is, tht « 
—— fall from h election: or, thut godly man, Yhich 
are in the true and ſaving grace of G14, may fall a * and 
may looſe thrir — 
be. This Popiſh hereſie they haue not confirmed by any one 
Seriprure, though they pervert many Scriptutes for a ſhow to de- 
lude the ſimple. 

The faith which we profeſſe is this: that the el:&, however 
through Satans tentations, and their one inficmities, they ate 
— to fall from God and periſhʒyet they ate kept by che power 
of Cod, through faith unto ſalvation, 1 t. 1. 5, = h they 
through their weakeneſſe fin and fall, yet the Lord putterh undoc 
his hand, Nel. 37. 24, and the ſeed of God remaineth in them, and 
they cannot ſia( unto death) becauſe they are borne of God, 1 Jab. 

, 9. Though of themſelues they are too ready to depart from 

„yet he will not turne away from them to doe them good, 

but putteth his feate in their hearts, that they ſhall not depart from 

him, ler. 42.40, ſo Chriſts ſheep ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall 

any pluck them out of his hand, but he giveth unto them etetnall 

life , Joh. rv 28, and the cle& cannot poſſibly be ſeduced from 
Chriſt, Mu. 2424. 

They plead for their ertout by 7 reaſons. 

The t is cettaine $criprures ; as Heb, 12.15, Look leaſt em man 
4. = ng the grace of God. Anſw. This proveth not 
that God will ſuffer his clc to fall utterly from ſaving grace: but 
warneth them to take heed to themſelues in teſpect of their oa 
frailty, and Satans ſubtilty. Though Gods eleffion and foundation 
flendeth ſure, 1 Tim.2 19, yet we muſt make an end of our ſalvation 
Inith feare and trembling ; and mult add bertue unto fetth, and gi 
diligence to make our c and election ſure ; Bhich if De doe de full 
weber fall, 1 Pet.1.5.-- 10, 

Salt may loofe bis ſavowr, Mat.5. Anſo.lt may, if men be ſcaſoued 
but with common grace, ſuch as God giveth to many reprobares 
Heb-6. 4.5.6, but ſaving grace beſtowed on the ckR, is agift and 
calling Þithout repentance, Fom.1 1. 29. 

Some that haue eſcaped the pollutions of the world, &c, may 
geturne with the Sow de Dallow in the myre, 2 Pit.z. 20. 22. Anſs, 
Toomany in deed doe fo, but they ate ſwinc, not ſheep of Chriſt: 
they ſeemed to be waſhed , by the knowledge of the Lord which 
they had, but their ſwiniſh nature was —_ changed. The _ 


inheritance Which they baue right un P. 79: 


- I 
78, A Ce 41 
file in that chaptet ſpeaketh of hypocrites and reprobates, which 
walk after the ff. a the laſt of unclanneſſt, v. 10 Dbich are unn 
turall bruit beaſts, made to be taken and deftroyed,v. 12. Bbich are bells 
Irithout beter, v.17 , ſo they never had ſaving grace. 

Thoſe that Chriſt bath bought way be damned, 1 Pet. 1 t. . 
Thoſe are ſuch as before I ſpake of, which were —— of Chriſt 
by his offet of grace, and their feyned acceptancy of ir: but bad 
they been in deed bought from the earth, they would haue folkow- 
ed the Lamb, and ſhould haue beene without fault before rhe 
throne of God, Rev. 14. 3.4 5. Had they been juſtified by his bloud, 
and reconciled to God by his death; much more ſhould they bee 
ſaved by his life; Rom 5.9.10. Had they been of Chriſts ſheep, 
for whom he laid down his life, he would haue given them ctetnall 
life, lob. 10.27.28. And hcre note how theſe men would make 
Chriſts ſufferings vaine : for many whom ( as they think) Chriſt 
died for,ſhall die themſclucs for ever, Where is nc the juſtice of 
God, that puniſhcth the wicked theraſclues, and yet pumſhed 
Chriſt for them, without cauſe without fruit ? Such doArine the 
Apoſtle doth abhorre, Gal.2.21, 

Some may tread bnder foot the bloud of Chriſt, herewith they ers 
fintified,&c. He b. 10.29. Anſw. Such were never ſanftified other - 
wiſe then Swine that were waſhed, whoſe filthy nature was never 
indeed changed, otherwiſe then by countetfeiſance and hypocr1fiies 

They that baue faith and god conſcience, may put it amen mekt 
Pirorech of it:and ſome may leaue their firſt futhb,co* be dawned, 1 Tims, 
1. 19, & 5.12. Anſ.Faith is not alwaics in deed,that which it ſeem · 
eth to be: There is a temporary faith, which falleth away in time 
of tentation, Luke 8.13, a vaine dead faith, Jem. 2, and there is a 
living faith, the faith of Gods cle&, Ju 1,2, this faith never taileth 
utterly, for it is the ſeed of God, by which we ate regenerate, and 
A remaineth in us, keeping us from finae, 1. eb. 3.9. 

Some Dritten in the books of life, may be put out, Exod. 32. 38. 33- 
271.69. 25.28, Rev. 3. 3. Anſs. Many things ate ſpoken of a 
not properly but figuratiucly,& aftet the manner of men. So God 
* no Dey changeable, Ml. 3.6, lam. 1.17 neuber doth be Sam. 
15. 29, yet is it ſaid, It N bim that be had made man &c. Gen. 6.6, 
becauſe in deſtroying the world, he did as men when they repent. 
So God is ſaid to blot out of his book, thoſe wicked which for a 
time ſeemed to themſclues, & to others to be written in his book, 
but after by Gods rooting them out, are manifeſted never to haus 
been written there; for then they ſhould bauc continued theres, 
becauſe tbe gift and — of God are Without repentance, Nem. 11. 
29, bu foundation ftandaib ſure, baving this ſeale, The Lord knoweth 
em thb are bis, 2 Tim.z. 19. But to . 
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you, Mt 25,11. The talent may be 


tous gifts, haue not true ſaving — to ſanctiſſe thoſe gifts , 
neither ate they all Gods elect. This therfore is no proofe of the 
ſtion in hand. 

The Sints f Rome that Pere juſtified by fiith , and had arcefſe ants 
race, Rom. 5.1.2, yt if th continued nat in the bounty of God, thiy 
wid be cut ef, & c. Rom. 11.22. Anſo. This and the examples 
following are like to the former,and teach Gods elect to haue care 
to continue in grace, without which there is no ſalvation. They 
teach allo that hypocrites falling from Gad. ſhall periſh. But none 
truely juſtificd, and partakers of ſaving grace, ſhall periſh, fot God 

loryficth them, Rom. f. 9. & U. 30, and be putteth his feare in theie 
Chas they ſhall not depart from him, I. 31 40, and if they 
depart not, th y periſh not, but are kept by the power of God 

faith unto ſalvarion, 1 P:t.1.5. 
» Their ſecond reaſon is ff the elcA e mnt ful out of Gods f- 
bour, then did not all fall in Adam, and then ſame Pere never dead in 
i, and fo need not Chriſts redemption,&c. Anſa. An ignorant 
cavill : for the Apoſtle teacheth that God kath choſen us in Chtiſt 
before the foundation of the world. FH 4. Theſe men ſpeak of 
our ſtate before Chriſt. Againe Adam and all in him fell from 


_ ſu. h as they had of God in creation; but not from Chri- 


an grace, from grace of election aud redemption, whereof they 
had no need before hir fall, neither had they any promiſe of it 
till they were dead in fi1,Gen.z It is this ſaving grace in Chriſt, 
from which the elect can never utterly fal, and not any other grace 
creation, from hi h all men and ſome Angels haue fallen. 
J If the ele cannot fill from their election, then haut not all 
and been - 7 wad 4 the glory of God, and ſhut up in unbeleefe; &E. 
Anſw.The ſame lophiſtric is in this realon,that was in the tormer, 
changing the Rate of the queſtion, which is onely of them that ip 
Chriſt were choſen before the world was, and ate by him tedes- 
med, juftifi:d, ſauctiſicd, and ſhall haue eternall life, 1ob. 10. 
wheras theſe deceivers fprak of men without Chriſt, and bef, 
they ate by him redeemeg. 4 
4 The 22 Pere cieſſ before the foundation of the b. EN. t. 
A 2 fir flour sf they repented net, C D rem otte 
1. Nr. a. 4. This is anſwered in the anſwers 
to the Scriptures which they brought in their firſt reaſon, It is 
true, the elect without repentance, faich, and perſeverance cannot 
be laved. Bus all Gods elect haue from him the grace to tepent. 
belecue, and continue in well- doing. as before is proved; ſo the 
aaunot perth, — "F" were among the Saints one- 
5 ir 
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beth it not Well, A. 25, Anſw, All that hate talent, that is 
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ly, but never of them, they cannot continue with the Saints, and 
7A cannot be ſaved, 1 Jeb. 2. 19. p 
5 If « mas in God: favour and choſen cannot fall ont it: then 
need he not, though be commit meeſt adultery, mar der, c. falling 
into damnation. Anſw. Herein they abuſe Gods comfortable pro- 
miſes,as if men ſhould continue ia fin that grace may abound. Far 
be it. All men oughtro feare falling into any finne,, and the ele& 
feare continually — their owne frailtie. Out ſpitituall ſe- 
curity is not carnall ſecurity: our faith is in God, not in our ſeluetʒ 
by his power we are kept, not by out owne. Hee ſaith to his peo- 
ple, The mountaines b depart, and the bills be removed but my hind- 
wefſe ſhall not depart from thee, neither ſpall the covenant of my peace be 
remobed; Eſa. 54. 10. But if by feate, they meane feate without faith, 
that is deſpair; we beleeue that the elect though they fall into ſuck 
Snnes, ought not to defpaire or diſtruſt Gods mercy: as the exam= 
les of David, Peter &c: which they alledge , doc evidently con- 
e. Ne. 1. Luke 22-31 32+ 

6 If no man tlett , con fell from by cledion by committing »f any 

n ntl wy wp then to hat end i repentance taught ? It ir in daine, i 

aber be, nor can be in condemnation, & c. Anſw.They that te 

ſuch doctrina, theit religion is vaine. We beleeue as the cleR can» 
not periſh , fo neither can they continue in ſin: he that is borne 
of God (0 the Apoſtle) committeth not inne, 1 lob.3.9. All 
that truely beleeue that they are elect doe alſo belee ue and know, 
that by repentance, faith, and abiding in Chtiſt, they muſt come to 
the end of their election, the ſalvation of their ſoules : this is the 

way and meanes unto life, and without this they cannot ſee God. 
7 To what — =. page wary to receine the grace 
God in hase, 2 Cor. 6. 1, not of wager W uy 2 Pet. 
4-17 e. 4 — Aoth the Lord uſe ord: in ain 
Anſo. No, but theſe mens words are vaine. For God as he hath or. 
dained men to life , hath alſo ordained his lawes, exhortations, 
threatnings &c. as me anes to bring them into life. He dealeth not 
with men as with ſtones, to cary them into heaven by vichunen bue 
gin<ib them — — and other graces; hee 
th,moveth, draweth them to come willingly, and to con- 

wnue carefully, and ſo at laſt ſaveth them. 

In the next place, theſe fallers from grace , ſeeke to wreſt the 
Scriptures which refute their hercfie. Vat Chriſts words in Aſt. 


„ 2424-f it Pert poſſible t Atonld deceing the dey che: They anſwer, 


that tbe elef#, ( namely thoſe that teceiue and obey the truth Ieſus 
Chriſt, and abide in him to the death,) cannot þ. Anſw. Great 
is the truth that forceth the adverſaries to yeeld; this is that which 
We maintaiac ; and Chriſts words (F it Þere poſſbblk ) * ww 
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.Der therthe bold Gopls be 
deceived to looſe Chriſt, | * * 

* all ouf 8 
poiſe Aſs Here he, 
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# te Dbetber thoſe that ebide im it can 
would unſay that which before they ſaid well. And the controver- 
ie they make is meere cavilling. For if it be u le that 
the elect ſhould be ſeduced from Chriſt, then is it unpoſtible they 
ſhould periſh ; oo ery er | it is unpoſſible that they ſhould 
tall from their election. Again, if it be poſhble that they hovld fall 
from their election, then 15 they ſhould periſh, and poſ- 
fible that they ſhould be ſeduced from Chriſt : and ſo our Sa- 
viours words will not ſtand. How greatly are theſe Decei- 
vers fallen themſelues, that ſeek ſo to pervert the plaine words of 


Chrift, 
«ll from their election, not by being deceived, bud 


Sly. Thirdly as God keepeth all his 

Chriſt:fo 

85. L ron of Chriſt:for be putteth buy feare in their beart: that 
riſt, an 


An other ſure proofe of the ſalvation of all Gods elect is in 1ob. 

10. 345.14. 157.48. 29. This Scripture the advetſaties would 
ext with chis gloſſe: Tbes þ long u they continue Chriſti rep, 

Ks Cade 8 » ſo long they are ſure, and baue ſaſetic 
in Go di are „Kc. But if they doc evill and hill not heare by wotces 
then he vill repent of the good that be promiſed, ler.18.10,&c.- A 
Picſt, that by ſhcep ate meant Gods ele dt whom hee will ſaue , is 
plaine by the parable of the ſheep and goats, Aſath. 25.33, &c. Se- 
condly, in Jobs 10, Chriſt uſeth no fuch words , /o long «i they con- 
tina, 4 long 4s they beare bu voyce, &c. but he plainly telleth us, 
that the ſheep doe heare voyce, v. 3, that they follow him, v. 4 , that 
they will not follow a ranger, neither know they his voice, Þ,z. 
that the ſheep did not heare ſtrangers, v. U, yea all Chriſts ſheep 
ſhall beate his voice, V. 16. 27 , and he — them etetnall life, 
and they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them out of 
| dp „ot his fathers, v. 28. 29. Hovy unſufferably novy doe 

ſe men vvreſt Chtiſts beavenly vvords! Thirdly, the excep» 
tion yyhich they put, If they doe evill in ba fight, and Will not. 
bears bis royes , then bes Dill . of the goog, & c. This encey- 
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thiey ſtray he ſeeketh them up, Pakr19,176, he brings againe that 
which was driven awa 


Icwes, ö 
And how is it 


554, it their one corruptions rebell in ther; God not onely par- 
donech, but alſo ſubdyeth their iniquitics, Mic: 7,18,19: as he caried 
them from the wombe, ſo hee hath promiſed to wy them even 
unto old age, and hoarie haircs, Eſa: 46, 3, 4 he ſanctiſieth them 
wholly, and preſcrveth their whole ſpitit, and ſoule and body 
blameleſſe unto the comming of Chriſt, 1 Theſſ: 5. 23. If neither 
Satan,nor the world,nor the eld can draw th m from Chriſt: no- 

ing can draw them away ; but they are kept by the power of 

th faith unto ſalvation, 1 Pet. 1.5. 

Vnto Job. 13 1. where it is ſayd, Chriit loved bis own vate the end; 
they firſt ſay, that the meaning u, vnto the end of bu lift. Anſ. This 
is a frivolous limitation: did Chriſt loue his oe no longer then 
vrhiles he lived with them in this vvorld ? Who taugh: theſe mi- 
ſerable men thus to limit and leſſen the loue of Chr 
ſelfe reſtifieth otherwiſe to his le; I haue loved thee With an (vere 

love, therefore ith loving ki e haue I drawne,ler.11.1. 

But it ſeemeth their conſcience checked them vvhen they wrote 
fuch doctrine: therefore after they ſay , that be loveth bu for ever ; 
but the queſtion is not of — boat wnto bis but of their loue hnto him. 
A. This is no anſwet to Fob. x3. 1. vrhich ſpeaketh of Chrifts loue, 
not of theirs. Secondly, it is unpoſſible that Chriſt ſhould loue 
ay for ever if they alſo loue not him. For ſuch as hate and for- 
ſake him, them alſo he vvill hate and forſake : and ſo cannot loue 
them for ever. Thardly, it is before proved from Yer. 31. 3. that 
thofe whom he embraceth with cverlaſting loue, he alſo draweth 
vvith wm kindnefſe: and being drawen , they ran after bim, 
Song. 1+ © Dem bee lover firſt, they loue bom f. Jah. . 19. be 
ercumrſeth ther beert to loue him, Dent. 30. 6. bee putterh bi feare 
ue in / heart, not to depart fron him, Ter. 31. 48. and _—— 
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2 * — Rill ik r to overthrow one part . by 
alledging another. The Apoſtle as he ſayth , that if the Iewes a- 
bide not in unbeliefe, they (hall bee grafted in, for God is able, 
Rom. 11.23 ſo he turther fayth, that blimdneſſe in part is happened 
to Ifracl, untill the ſulneſſe of the Gentiles be come in, and G all IC 
mel ſhall be ſaved, as it is written, There ſhall come ont of Syon the 
deliverer,and ſhill tur ne albay ungodiines from lat, &c. b. 25 26. and 
further telleth us, hat as touching the election, they are beloved 
for the fathers : wherof the reaſon is this: for the She and calling 
of God are without repentance, v.28. £9 Therefore as the firſt 13 
true, that God is able ro graffe them in, ſo the ſecond is alſo true, 
that he is willing, and they ſhal be graff:d in: as there is a conditi- 
on on their parts, if they abide not in unbelicf, ſo there is an abfo. 
lute promiſe on Gods part, that they ſhal not abide in it; becauſe 
Chriſt the Deliverer will tutne away ungodlines from them, that 
is, he will rake away their unbeheſe and hardneſle , hes will cake 
away their ſins, v. 26 27. vvmch is a plain evidence that he lovers 
them, and repenteth not of his former loue and promiſe. And as 
he dealeth with the cle& lewes, fo doth he vvith all the clect Gen- 
tiles: therefote all Gods elect ſhall in ume be converted, and haue 
their fins forgiven them, and ſo undoubtedly ſaved by him whoſe 
gifts and calling are vvithout repentance. 

In 1. lob, L 19. it is ſayd, bent out from us but they ert n 
of us, for if they bad been of ns, Dani no dn have continncd\ 
b u, c. This place theweth, that hypocrites and reprobates 
vyhich abide not; vvere never of Chrilts Church, though crept for 
a time amongſt them. It teacheth allo, that all yvho are of the 
Saints, of Chrifts ſheep and his cle&,docabide, and fall not away 
to perdition. | 


o this they make anſwer firſt by an open ſland;r,that Dr a,, g 50. 


effirme that Cod bath predeſtinated ſow: to ſalvution, and/ome to came, 
nation Dutbout any conditron. This we afirme not, but they talſly 
us,as I haue formerly manifeſted. 

Againe they ſay we affirmeiihat the ele dt making never logreat 
fhew of vvickedneſſe, and vvalking in the vvayes of B. hall, ate il 
elect, and can by no mcanes fall out of theit cle c. But heres 
in —— their wont. Had Say honeftly, they ſhould 
hauc ed vvho and vvhere voe thus affirnic. We hold that the 
«&& after rheix calling, are caxgefailco ayoyd ai fine, as is is vvrit« 
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bat beſdever is borne of God ſinneth not ; but be that i 
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ten, N 


bin not, 
infirmitic into many 
ievous ſins. yet they abide not alwaycs in them, but are renew 
repentance and faith in Chriſt : and whiles they are fallen, hey 
ate not apſt off, BJ. 3 7, neither doth God repent of his 2 of 
them, not uttetly depriveth them of grace and his good ſpiric,P/al, 
$1,Luk:22,31,32,Ezck;34, 16. ; 

Thirdly, they tell us of difference berween perſons as they are 
Gods jon (or creatures) and qualities good or evill. But 
this (howſoever they boaſt of the excellencie of it) is to no pure 
— : for all men — —— with evill quali ics, Rom.. & 

is it that any ate changed into good; but by the povver nd 

of God, vvhich is effectuall in all tis cle&: The refidue abide 

in their ſinnes, becauſe God changeth not not reneweth theirharts, 

and ſuch he never elected unto life, butordained them of old un: 
to condemnation, Jude b: 4. s 

Laſtly they anſwer vvith abſurd Sophiſtry; ſaying „that theſe 
vvords, 1 lob: 2:19: they Dent out from ws, is meant of lying ſpirits, 
the Antichriſts,in thole perſons, vvho once had the ſpirit of truth 
in them. And the Apoſtle ſayth , they pere weber of «s : for v: 21» 
no lye is of the truth: For example (ſay they) the ſpirit of Hyme- 
neus, together vvith his perſon, was iu ſpitituall fellowſhip vvith 
Paul, ſo long as he reteined faith & a good conſcience, but having 
put avvay the ſpirit of truth, and received a ing ſpirit, he vvent 
out from them in that his ſpirir, for ot becauſc it h never of them 
c. Will any ſay that the Pope himſelfe is Antichriſt in reſpe& 
of his perſon? or rather in _ of his ſpirit or ſpitituall power 
he hath. Therfore all that this place proveth, is, that lying lpititt 
ot Antichriſts in mens petſont, went ont from the truth, and were 
never of the truth; and therfore ſetveth nothing to prove that the 
elect can never tall away. 

Anſw. Was ever plaine ſcripture more violently wreſted, by a- 
ny heretick? The Apoſtle ſayth of the many Antichrifts, 7 
Dent out from us, but they Dere not of u, 1 Job. 2, 18, 19. This theſe 
men will not haue to be meant of their perſons, but of their ſpirits 
in their perſons. And what underſtand they by their ſpirits ? their 
lyes,their errors,their ſpirituall power, ſuch as the Pope hath: that 
is (as before they diſtinguiſhed) their wicked qualities; not their 
perſons: for God (they tay) loveth all perſons, they being his ge- 
neration, AA. 13.2. 

Ficſt it is an ettour to ſay God hateth not the perſons of wicked 
men, but the evill qualities in them onely: for though hee hateth 
RO Ercatuce in reſpeRt of theis creation which was good; yet the 
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of Freewill. 25 
creature being degenerate and fallen from God , he hateth their 
wickedneſſe and them alſo tor it, as the Scripture plaincly wite 
neſſerh, Pal.c.4.5.6 X 11 5. 

2 It is erroneous to lay, that 5y Spirits, the Apo The menntth not 
perſdnr,but qualities, 1 19h. 1. for himſelfe ſheweth his meaning, 
when he ſaith, becauſe many file Prophets are gone ont into the 
Þorld. So by Spirits to be tried, he meaneth Prophets , which 
came with {pirituall gifts: and it is frequent in Sctipture to call, 
ſubjes or perſons , by the name of adjun@: or qualities in them: 
as, 1 am ageinſt thee 6 pride, ler. 50,31, thats, 4 thou moit _ 
and, pride ſhut trumble and full,v.z2, that is, the proud perſon: . 
poberty of the land, x King.24, 14, 13, the pooreſt people. Deceit (or 
Sloth ) roft:th not that Bhich be took in bunting , Prob. 14, 27, that is, 
the deceitfull man; and many the like, 

3 lt is from the deepneſſ of Familiſme, to fay,that Antichrifts 
are not perſons , but evil qualities im men, ſo Chriſt may be holden 
no petſon, but a gouly quality in us. The Apoſtle fprakcth of the 
perſon , for he faith not the lye, but the | yer, be that denycth that le- 
ſas is the Chriſt, be is Antichriit : 1 Ieh 2.24, 

4 Iris an abſutd expoſition of 1 Toh 2, , to put qualities for 
perſons. He there ſpcaketh of Antichriſts , They Deut out from 
#1 ; theſe men will have it, evill or Antichtiſttan qualiries went 
out from us, Bu what ſenſe then will they make of the laſt branch 
of the verſe, That thry might be mad: manifeſt, that thry Pere nat all 
of ws ? Will they ly, ſome Antichriftian qualities were of the 
Apoſtles; though not all? The meaning is evident, that in the 
Chucch are perſons ſome good, ſome bad, ſome cle, ſome tepto- 
bates : but whiles they abide and walk together in the Church, it 
is not manifeſt who arc of the Church, who arc not; but whea 
the wicked and teprobates depart from the truth and Charch,then 
it is manifeſt that ſuc h Apoſtates, though for a time in the Church, 
— were ne vet of it. So it is a ſure proofe , that Gods elect are 

oth in and of the Church of Chriſt, and ſhall acver fall away 
utterly from it. 


Of Freewill. 


is point theſe adverfarics handle confuſedly, and malici- 

ouſly, Confuſedly, becauſe they ſhew not what they meane 

by freewill, or freedome of will: whether free from com- 
pulſion, or free from bondage of fiane, Miliciouſly , for that 


feigne the Calviniſts to hold, that the h are wot oncly lift Pax gg. 


the 
Ly Gods ſuffring, but compelled jo pune 7 power ,&c. compelies y the 


power 


23 A Cenſure upon « Dialogue 
power , force and compulſion of Gods predeftination, to commit «ll theſi 
Bicked crimer, for ꝓbich they are puniſbed by the Magiltrate , or ter- 
mented in hell, &c. aud then much more doth it in goodneſſe , at Ne- 
lent y Work all : fo that the gidly cam neither chaſe nor refuſe good» 
eſſe. 

«Anſw If theſe adverſaries haue common honeſtie, let them 
ſhew out of the writings of the Calvinifts ( as they call them) 
theſe aſſertions which they impure wnro them. Till they doe this, 
let them haue their name and fame among lyers and workers of 
iniquity. As for us, we abhorrc theſe doRrines of compulſion to 
fin by force and power of Gods predeſtination &c. As for will 
in man, we know it ro be a natural! facultic,ftill remainingsthough- 
corrupted by fin,as all othet like faculties m us. We acknowle 
it ſtill to be free from compulkon or conftreynt, for fo will 
be no vvill But we confeſſe with greite that n refpeRt of bore 
dage to ſinne ( vnder which all miu were fold, N. 7, 14) it may 
rather be called Bond will, then Free will: for it is not free to te- 
fuſe ſin, untill it be renued by Chriſt: and ſo far as it is regenerate 

1b. 8.336 by him, it isagaine ( as other powers and facultcs in the Saints 
+ freed by grace, and willeth things that are good. 
Againe, they produce (to their owne condemnation ) out of 
Page 55» Baſtingius, and the Niſpur. in Geneva theſe words; Alas ty evell 
D ſpoyled, not of his Dill, but of the ſoundneſſe of bir hie theres 
fore that Phiah in nature as good, in quality became chill: and Ber- 
nerd teac het b, there ii in ut all power to Pill, but to Till bell De bad need 
0 profite better: to Bill evill, Pe are able already by reeſon of our fall. 
The Pbich if they Don ſtand unte | laith this adveriarie) I Pon 
require no more. 
«Anſo. This we will ſtand unto,and thereby doe evince Odegos 
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to be a blinde guide and vaine diſpurer, that with lyes and calum- Ir 
nies would diſgrace his oppoſites, We grant evill Free-will (ot A 
Free will tocvill) is remaining in all naturall men: we belecue 2 
that free will to good, is from grace and regeneration; and that all fe 
the Saints haue it in part,as they have knowledge, farrh,and other 10 
vertues here in part: which ſhall be pet fected in the lie te come. 
Aud if no more be required, his fruit le ſſe diſpute is x an end: and * 
it is worthklc labour to anſwer words of winde. — 
C 
12 fe 
of Originall ſin, fe 
£4 
Anabaptiſts hold ( more erroncoufly then the very pa- wy 
Confefſ. 19, piſts,) that Otiginall fin is an idle terme, and that there is Pe 
Conc. no ſuch thing as men intend by the word, Iu this cheu Dia- 4 
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they ſet the ſtate of the Queſtion thus; Of the Ones 
| of mankinde. Wherein they {peak doubtfully and deceittully- 
or mans originell eftate is properly that deſcribed in Gen. ts 
which was by creation very good. But Gnce the fall of Adam, out 
originall eſtate 1s through that fall become ſinfull and miſerable: 
and is ſo acknowledged by David, Pal. 5 1.5, by Iob, lob. 14.4 
Payl, Row. 5,12 &c. Epbrſ. 2. 3. and by Chat himſelfe , 1 
„„. 
4 Notwithſtanding theſe adverſatiet affirme. That no infant bb 
forver, in in the ettate of condemnation of hell bith the Þicked Which 
they thinke to prove thus. Without fin there is no condemnation , 
Nm 6,13. EX H. 18 4. 20 Without trenſgreſſion of the Lu there u 
wo fin, 1 eh. 34. Rom.5,13. Therefore if inen, ꝰBuaue tranſpreſſed uo 
has, there it no condemnation them. 

Anſe. The concluſion (Which implyecth that infants are not 
Sranſgrefſers of Gods law ) 1s denyed. The Apoftle teacheth us, 
That by one man fin entered inte the P and death by finne: and /o 
derth peſſed upon all wen, for that all haue ſinned and, by one mans 
diſobedience, many Here made ſinners; Rom. , 12,19. Note alſo how 
th ſe men thwart h mſclucs: before, when they pleaded for fal. 
lung from grace, one of their reaſons was , Tf the elt cet Fill 
#nt of Go? er then did nat all fall n Adam, an1 thn {me Pere 
meber dead in fine and treſpaſſesr, «nd fo nerd not Chriſt redemption, 
&c. Now they pleail, that no infants ave ,h! which if it — lo, 
then many ( as all that dic infants) never fell in Adam, aot needed 
Chriſts redemption. And fo ſuch ſhall enther not come into hea- 
ven, or ſhall ceme thithor other wayes then by Chriſt; contrary 
to lob. 14,6, A . 

But theſe cu mics diſpute ( againſt the Apoſtles doArine ) thus. 
Infints hed no If nor being at that tame (hen the law was given ro 
A am:] and the law is grven ts them that know it, and bath dominion 
ober a man a long at HI th. Therefore iufinis having ne being , and 

2 no knowleige, nor being then living, that Las bad no dominion over 

m. 


An/w. Firſt, this is no more againſt infants then old men:for no 
man had life or being at that time 0:h-rwile then infants had 80 
Adams tall was for hiarfelfe alone, and ro man fell with him; for 
no man then hao life © x being but he. And thus th ſe lying ſpirits 
fe are not to ic ſiſt the Apoſtle, who farth, Throwgh the offcnce ( or 
fall) of eneguany are dad Rom 4.15, by the offence of one,(gudgement 
came) pon all monte condemadtion, Þ 18, /y one e edu e- 
wy Ire md: nn, v. 1g, in Aden ed, 1 Ceris, This A- 
poſtolike decii int is as Contrary 46 the Anabaptifts , as ligt 15 ta 
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2 They hereby weaken (if they could) the Apoſtles Argument 
in Heb y, ic, by Levies paying tas to Melchifedek in Abraham: 
for a man might cav ill, that Levi had no life nor being at that time; 
But Paul ſaith, he was in the loines of his father Abraham, when 
Melchiſedek met him. So fav Ive all were in the loines of our fa+ 
ther Adam, when he ttanfgteſſed. If then Levi payd tithes when 
Abraham did, we all brake Gods law when Adam did. 

3 Theyghereby weaken (as they can) the Apoſtles proofe of 
our re ion by Chriſt: for he ſaith,that Adam is the figure of 
' Chriſt that was to come: and if through the offence of ent many beg 
dead, much more th: gift 'y grace, by ene man Ieſus Chriſt bath aboun« 
ded unto many and, as ly one ment diſoledience many be made ſinners, 
fo by the obedience of one ſh1ll many be made righteour, Rom.1 14.15, 

19. Now take away the ficſt, namely the ttauſgteſſi m of all men 
in Adam, and it overthroweth the latter, to weet the righicout- 
neſſe and ſalvation of the world by Chriſt. 

4 They abuſe the Apoſtles words, in Rem.7,1, whence they 
would ptoue, that the Law(given toAdam)was given to ther (ones 
3 knew it;znarzely to Adam and his wife, not to ther children 
which knew it not; wh-ras the Apoſtle ſpeaking tothe Rom ant, 
ſpake to them that knew tbe Lam; the more to convince them: he de- 
neyecth not that God gaue his Law to Adam and his poſterity in 
his loynes. The Lord ca Heth thoſẽ things Dich be not, as ibeugh they 
Here, Rom. 4, 17, he fpake to Cytus, and gauc him promiſes , 
before Cyrus knew him, or was borne into this world,, Eſ.45,t,-- 
5, he promiſed the land to Abraham and to his feed after him, 
when as yet he had no child, H. 7,5, he made a covenant with 
Ifracl, not with them onely that food there that day, but with thẽ 
alſo that were not there that day with them, Dent 29,14,15. And 
if he did thus imply the children with the patents in other cove- 
nants & promiſes: how much more did he the like to Adams feed ; 
ſeeing Adam is ſpoken of, not as a particular man, but a generall: 
ſo that his unrighteouſnefſe was not his owne oncly, but his chil- 
dtens alſoʒe ven as Ckriſts rightcoutnefle (whom Adam figured)was 
not hu own once ly, but is communicatec with all his children, who 
therefore is the ſecond Adam cauſing life, as the firſt Adam cau- 
fed death, Nom. 5, 1 Cor.15. 

5 Like vanity is inthcir next worde, Infants had then no being , 
us life, thereſare the Law bad no dominion over them ; For ſo they 
might clude Pauls argument of Levirs paying tithes, Heb. 7.9, 10, 
laying, Levi had then no being, no lfe, therefore he could pay 

ce 


no tithes in Abrahams daics, But as the Apeftle fayth 

was in the loines of Abtaham, and fo hee payed tithes: likewiſe we 

rere in the lunes of Adam, and ſo we linned, Again in Rew.7,1, 
the 


i 


a 66S EA gw SS EHuWHEDE WY HY WW Am rum aA;<COCh wm mn oc oo „ A mana 


GOOD © 53 _ 07 FW _— - - © + 


s % = ©& 5 0 ww $S "WD 


* we”. 


—_C OO s a IS. 


, 4 1904 17 4 2s 


the Apoſtle ſpeaketh of a man during life, who when he is 
dead, his wife is free from his law. v. 2. If they will apply this to aft 
fin and finners,then they think when a wicked man dicth, the law 
of God hath no dominion over him any more & ſo there is no pw 
niſhment by the law of God to be inflited on linners afcer this lite, 
But do theſe vain man think by fuch ſophiſtry to eſcape the dam- 
nation of hell? Doe they not Know that after death commeth 
2 — that by the law > Hel. g. 27. Rem. 2. 12.16. 
$ 


ainſt the Apoſtles doftrine in Rom. g. they alleage, That e Pay. 114. 


Pere m Adam ,not to brins any ſouls to bell for breach of that command, 
Thou fault not cat: for the Lord ſayth, Al ſondet are mine, both the 
Hue of the father, and th: ſouls of the ſon : that ſoule that ſraneth it 
hall dye. The fon ſhill not brave the iniquiti: of the father, cc. 

Anſ. Firſt the ptophet ſpeaketh not in Ez:k 13.4. &c, of Adam; 
but of the later fathors of the Iowes, which ſinned, v. 3. but Paul 
fpeaketh of Adam, who was not oncly a- parriculac perſon (as all 
other fathers in this caſe are) but an untrerfall man, the root of all 
mankind ,and a figure of Chriſt, Rom.. 14. Againe the Prophet 

aketh of ſuch ſonns as ate juſt, and do not ſack Uke fins as theit 
thers did, Ez*k.18.5.14-4c. but Paul ſpeaketh of us all as we are 
in Adam,unjuſ and ſinners, and guiltie of our firſt fathers int 
quitie, Ram. f. 12.19. So theſe two ſcriptures the one (peaking 
of actuall finnes vvhiclxatre eſchewed, the othet ſpeaking of ort- 
ginall ſiane, which we now cannot avoyd; {peak not of dne and 
the ſame ſinne or eſtate, and therefore doe not one expound an o- 
ther Thirdly, the Prophet exempteth the good children, which 
eſchew th-ir fathers ſi nes, ftom death, Ezck. 18. 9.17. The Apoſtle 
inwrappeth us all the ſonnes of Adam in his finne and in deah; 
Rom. f. 12 14 17. Fourthly,the Prophet ſlpealteth ge netally of the 
many ſianes which the fathers did, aud the ſonnes did not, Ezek. 
16.6 7.6. 18. the Apoſtle ſpeaketh of that one ſinne or offence , by 
vvhich we all _— in Adams loynecs ) arc guiltte. Rom. . 164 
Bur iu this they both agree, the Prophet fiyth, The fouls that in- 
wet h, e hilt Ae, Ezck. 18 4 the Apoſtle layth, hit alt bane ſinned (to 
wit, in A lam loynes) therefore death D upon all, Rom. 5. 22, 
Hereby all vviſe men nay ſec, h]] impettiuent a probte the Aua- 
baptiſts bring from Eck. 18. that Adams ſinue brings not any 
ſoule to hell. For Adams ſinne bringang linne and death up- 
on all, and hell being the death vvhich is ctetuall : it is — 
by his ſinne upon all his poſtetitie: except through Ileus Chriſt 
our Lord, they haue cternall lifeqwiich is the pitt of God, Rom. 
6. 13 * 

Further, they anſwer, (and de ſire it may well be oble: ved) that 

mankind was oncly in Adam in their bodily ſubſtance : he is the 
E 3 tather 
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father of our bodies in telyed of matter; but our forme and ſoules 
came from God: he is the father of our ſpirits, Heb. 12.9. Ecclef, 
12.7. K 8 8 thatcarthly matter was in Adam, of wh ch our bo- 
dics ate made,&c. thus and no otherwiſe were we in Adam. 

nſw We obſetue it well, and obſcrue their error allo. It is un- 
true that thus (to vit in teſpect of out bodies one ly) we were in 
Adam, ard not in reſpe@ of our ſoules: no ſcriſ ute ſeacheth them 
this, but their own fanſic. For though our fouls were not in all 
reſpetts in Adam, as out bodies were, to wit, materially : yer in 
ſome reſp«& (ro wn formally) we were in Adam both body and 
Joule; which I thus manifeſt. Adam begat Scth in his own im 
Gen. 5 Abraham begat Iſaak,&c. Math. 1. fo body begeiteth nor 
body; but man begetteth man: and man conſiſteth of body and 
ſoule, which arc the parts that conſtuute a man. So mn (that is 
the whole, not part of a man one ly] is ſayd to be borne of 
u woman, lob. 14. 1. yea the 66 foules (whereby hyvratiucly is 
meant perſons, confifting of bodies and foules) are ſayd to come 
out of lakobs thigh (or loynes) Gen.46.26. and Levi in the Ioynes 
of Abraham 1s ſayd to pay tythes, Hcb 7. 9 16. Now the body 
without the ſpirit is dead, and therefore cannot pay tythes, nor do 
any aiov. And in the place and cafe in hand, i Auam all fin- 
ned, all du d, judgement came on all men to condemmnation, Rom. 
5-12. 18. but the body without the ſoule finnerh not, neither Cy, 
eth, nor ſhall bee condemned. Therefore it 1s apparant that the 
Ecriprure ſpeaketh of men in Adam otherwiſe then in tele of 
their bodies onely: ſo that theſe mens ſpeciall obſervation us u- 
thing worth. 

Againe they plead, As God gave no law to Adam, before hee 
gaue him a ſoule of reaſon and underſtanding : no wr. re doth he 
t ue to any of Adams poſtetitie, ary law, ill he giue them ſoules 
of reaſon and underſtanding, as 1 Deut. 11.2. 1 ſpeak not to your 
children which haue neithet known nor ſeen, &c. 

Am. Firſt the words of Moſes to Iracl to whom he propoun» 
ded the law, arc not to be compared with Gods law given to A- 
dam: fos the Iſraelites were ſpuken to perionally : Adam gene- 
rally 2san univerſall man, the roor of all mankineo,as before is pro- 
ved. Secondly , the covenant of Moſes law, did alſo after a fort 
pertaine to their children which ther: were not, Deut. 29. 14. 14, 
though it was actually taught them oncly which were pie tent, 
Deut. 11. Thiraly, the fin which Paul treateth of, and death for 


fin,was in the world before Moſes law, which theſe men ſocak of, 
Rom. 3. 12. 13.14. Fourthly, let all they ſay be given them, yer u 
helpces them not: for I hauc before proved, that we were all in A- 
dam as hing men, not as dc ad corples; and fo had ſouls of icatos 

and 
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and anderſtandiag in him ociginally ; even ue had bodies, eyes, 
earcs, &c. in him originally: though after a diff-cent manner as be- 
for* is noted. 

Further they ſay, God never purpoſed to execute en Adam for 
that tranſgreſſion condemnation to hell; in that hee purpoſed to 
ſend Chriſt betwixt, in whom Alam beleeving ſhould be ſaved. If 
Adam for his own ſin was not condemned to hell without remedy, 
Mall any of his poſteritie be ſent to hell without remedy,and that 
for his fin ? &c. 

Anſs. 1. The queſtion in the frft place is changed, which is, 
whether Adam and all his poſteritie in him falling trom God, de- 
ſerved nor hell for their Fane. This they deny not, neither can 
diſprouc. 2. As God purpoled not to damne Adam for his fiane ; 
fo neither purpoſcd he to damne Noah for his drunkennefſe, Lot 
for his inceſt, David for his adultery and murder, &c. but to giue 
th m temedie by faith in Chriſt, Will they heteupon plead that 
ether actuall drunkards, murderers , whoremongers, deſetue not 
damnation: or ſhall not many ſuch be damned for theſe finnes? 
3- Though all infants for their native finne, and all men for their 
actuall ſianes deſetue damnation : yet never was it Gods purpoſe 

to damne all without remedy. For Chriſt(the ſecond Adam)giverh 
rightcouſneſſe and life to all infants and old tranſgteſſots that are 
borne of him; as the firſt Adam conveyed untighteouſneſſe and 
deaih to all bus ordinary naturall poſteritie, Vea grace here excee- 
deth : for the judgement (or guilt) of originall ſin was by one (of- 
fence) to condemnation ; but the free gift {by Chriſt) is of many 
off-nces,unto juſtification, Rom. . 16. | 
They objc&, that condemnation is for not belceving in Chriſt, 

Joh 3 19. & 16 9. Mar. 16.16. Rom. 11.33. 

4Anſo. Furſt the Apoſtle ſayth, the wages of fin is death, Rom, 

6. 23. therefore the wicked ſhall be condemned not onely for their 

not bcleeving in Chriſt, but allo for their unmercifulneſle, idola- 

frics, adulterics and other crimes, Math. 13 4 41. Rom.. 1 9. 

Secondly, the finne of unbelicke cleaeeth unto all Adams chile 

dren as other fiones : and ſhall be imputed as well as the fin of luſt, 

or any other in quitic. Thirdly, to belecur is got in the will or po- 
wer Sb 1s the gracious gift of God, to ſuch as he hath or- 

dained unto life. Eph. 2 8. Ad, 3.48. 


Aga'ne they alledge, that Adam by chat rranſpreffion deprived pg. 116, 


himſclfe of Guds favour in that eftate wherein he was in paradiſe : 
and aotwuhſtaading the promile of Chriſt, hath by ys fi proce 
red this judgment. S. 1 the earth for thy ſake ve en- 3. Thus 
Adam brought him lie and all bis poſterity, the carth and every 


cteatutc in 4 to vanliie and bondage of corruption, Rom. 8. — 
6 
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&c. And in this cate are all Adams ſonnes begotten and borne : 
fo that by Adams flu, vanitie,corruption and death went over all, 
&e. So infants haue originall corruption, as other creatures haue. 
Yet thoſe that dye and haue corruption by Adams ſinnc , all not 
be caſt into hell fire, 0 
Anſw. A felon, murderer,traytor, that is apprehended by the 
magiſttate, impriſoned, kept in fettets and affl. on. his lands and 
2 confilcate, &c. pleaderh he ought not to be put to death, 
becauſe he hath ſufftted for his ci, loſe of liberty, goocs, &c. 
But will this plea ſaue him Even ſuch is the plea of thife c vill 
men. For all men being in Adamfallen from God, and ttaytots to 
his maicſtie, childten * ſcruants of fin and Satan, becauſe 
God hath curſed the eatth for their fake, caſt them out of catthly 
radiſc,made the creatures ſubic ct ro vanity, and themſclues ſube 
ject to ſorrowes and miſeties; therfore they de ſetue not to die in 
hell, if theſe vaine men may be judges. But we know the judge- 
ment of God is according to truth againſt all evill doers. He telleth 
us, the ages of nue is death ,but the got of God i eternal life through 
Chriſt, Nom. 6. 23. where ctcrnall life being oppoſed to death, ſhe- 
weth that cternall death is the wages due for fin. And what (in is 
is there that deſcrveth not hell? 2. Whereas they lay, Adam by 
his {in deprived himſelfe of paradice : it is true. But if they mean 
earthly patadice onely, they erte from the truth : for by his ſiune 
he was deprived alſo of the heavenly patadice, to which there 18 no 
reſtoting but by Chriſt, Luk. 23 43 Rev.2.7. and as hinſclf,fo all 
his poſteritie that ſinned in hin, Rom. s. Thirdly, fo where they 
fay,all his poſteritic were ſubje cted to vavitic and corruption, it 18 
true; but not all the ttuth, unleſſe they underſtand ſuch corrupti- 
on as Peter ſpeaketh, z. Pet. 2. 12. which is cternall deſttuction, and 
then they yceld the cauſe, But they mc aue not fo, but corruption 
ſuch as is in beaſts, birds, &c. wherein they goe quite aſttay. For 
beaſts and other btutiſh and ſincele ſſe creatures, ate not ſin sets, a8 
all Adams children are, Rom. 5. 12.19 fin is not but in reaſonable 
creatures onely,as Angels and men, Neither is any creature ſub- 
ic to cternall torment, but ſinners onely, Other creatures when 
they periſh, thete is an end of them, and of their miſe- 
ric with them: but they that periſh in their ſins, haue no end of 
their miſcric, but it is cternall,, Math. 25. 46. Mark. 9. 45. 46. 
Wherfore they doc not well to expound Rum. 5. by Rom. $ be- 
cauſe the Apoſtle ſpeakerh not of the ſame, but of divers things 
and eſtates in thoſe two chapters. Fourthly, take that which they 
ſay, and it overthroweth them. For how ſhould Adarrs {in eg 
211 his poſtetitie unto death, but by their guilt in Adams Ganc 
It u made not them fingers, the ſctiptute which they formeriy - 


of Originall ſinne. 13 

\ Exck. 18. teacheth that the children ſhould not dye for 

their fathers finnes. Now ſeing mary infants dye daily, it proverh 

them all to be ſinners, becauſe death is the wages of fia, Rom. 6 23. 
Gen. 2.17. 

At length they come to anſwer Rom. 5. with this perverſe do. por, 115. 
tine, Thu the meaning of the holy Gboſt, thut by Adams un., 1 : 
bu poſteritie haue beak natures Rom. 8.3. by which, Þben the comman.. 
dement comes (Rom.7.10.) by cannot obey and line,bat ſinue and ſo dye, 
till hen they ave aline Without the 41. ſo ſayth the Apoſtle verſ" 9. and 
thus is verified that all both Icwer and Gentiles are under fin, ire. Read 
on the ſeripture,an1 you may evidently ſee, that neither thy, nor aug 
of Gods word, is Poken to or of infants. 

Anſw. This is not the Apoftics meaning: for he ſoyth not the 
haue weake natures, but that ad have ſinned, and through the ob 
fence of one many «re dead many were made /iancrsy; Rom.s 12.15, 
19, which is mote then weaknefle of nature,and proneneſſe to fin. 
Secondly ,in Rom. S. 3. it is ſayd,that # (the Law) « beeke throngh 
the fl ſh,and ſo cannot ſaue any mau: vyhich words theſe men 
vvteſt, as if it meant Adams children vveak. Which thing though 
it be true, yet is it not that which is ſpoken of in Rom 8.3. Thad- 
ly, vvhen the Apoſtle ſayth in Rom. 7. 9. that be t alize Ditbout 
the law: this contradifteth (according to their ſenſe) the other 
ſcripture,in Rom. 12. that a bane ſinn:4,and are dead. The Apoſtle 
in Rom. g. ſpeaketh cf things as they arc; 1 Rom. 7.9, he ſpeaketh 
of things as they ſeemed to be, but vvete not indeed. Paul vvas a- 
live in his one concc it, thinking himſelfe able to keep the Law, 
as naturall men doe ſuppole they can. But ehen the commande- 
ment came (to wit unto his knowledge and conſcience,) then fin 
revived and he died. How could this be: ſeeing the commendement 
i holy ,juſt and good. v. 12 He telleth us in 11 v. that ene Drought 
death in him by that hich bas good. So then he vvas finfull (though + 
he knew it not) before the commandement came; ſinfull by na- 

ture; but not — this hu wofull ſtate, the Law vvas given 
7 to ſhew it him; for by the h commeth the knowledge of fenne,Rom. 3. 
z0, Againe, ſaying in Rom. 7,1 1, that frrne took occaſton by the come 
mandement, deceived bim and flew bim he plunly acknowledgeth fin 
f to haue been in him, befote che commandement came: this hee 
confirmeth in v. 14. ſaying,the law i fpirituall, but I am car n, ſold 
under frane : Whercupon he applicth the evills vyhich he did, to 
4 i me dwelling in him, v. 17. 20. and this inhabiting or indwelling 
* ſinne, is that otiginall ſinne vyhereof we treat; heb Pau! for a 
5 vvhile could not diſcetne to be in him (as all atetall men chcetu 
it not, but count it an idle terme, and think there is no ſuch thing) 

- tul by the Lay he came to diſcetne it 1 to lament it. Fourthly, 
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it is here to be obſerved how the Anabaptiſts igrant, all wen bens 
Deal naturer,and cannot obey and liue, but fin and dye. How commeth 
this to paſſe ? By Adams ſrane, lay _ Behold here how they 
thwart their own grounds. They impoſe a necefſitie upon all men 
which (they think) are born innocents, to fin. They cannot but 
fin,they muſt needs dye : and this not through their owne defaule 
at all, but by Adams. If we ſhould thus teach, what outcries would 
they make after us! How is it they here forget the ſcriptures by 
themlelues fotealleaged. The ſon ſh ali not beare the iniguitit of the fa- 
ther, Eck. 18.20. Is not this a heavy burden which the ſonns beate, 
that their father Enning,and they being innocent, arc ſo weakned 
of God, that they cannot but ſin,they cannot bur dye? Doth God 
create an innocent man, and giue him charge to doe that vvhic h is 
unpoſſible for the man to doe, and threaten death unto him for not 
doing it? We abhorre ſuch do@rine as quite overthrowing Gods 
juſtice. When he made Adam innocent, he gaue him no law, but 
that vvhich was poſſible & eaſie for him to do, and to haue cõtinu- 
ed in doing it, if he had would. His juſtice tequiteth him to doe 
the like to all his innocent creatures. Wherfore if theſe men come 
to acknowledge with the Apoſtle (and with us) otiginall ſinne 
death for ſin to be in Adams ſced, that his fall and diſobedi- 
ence was the fall of us all, by imputation and by infection, {as a 
ſerpent brings forth but a ſerpeut) & that ſo being ſinners in him, 
we haue loſt our abilitie ro do good, by Gods juſt judgment, & are 
fold under ſinne : If they come not (I ſay) unto this, they will bee 
open enemies to the iuſtice of God, and make the judge of all the 
world not to doe equitie, 5. Finally, vvhetas they fay,that neither 
this nor any part of Gods word 1s ſpoken to or of infants : they 
„ avouch untruth. The Apoſtle in Rom. 53. 14. ſpeaketh 
of them which ſinned after the fimilitude of Adams tranſgreflion, 
and yet death reigned over them allo. What fin can this be but o- 
riginall in vyherin infants are born, and for vvhich many infants 
dye. For vvhen they paſſe from infancie and come to wnderſtan- 
fanding,they fin actually as Adam did. To fin the ſame fin they 
cannot, for all being ſhut out of paracice, they cannot eat of the 
forbidden tree, though they vvould. Neither doth the Apoſtle 
fpeak of that ſame ſiu, but of ſianing «ftecr the ſemilitude of Adams 
tranſgreſton: ſo it meaneth actuallſia, like Adams. Now all fin,is 
either originall ot actuall. If then death teigneth ouet them which 
finne not actually, as Adam did, it muſt needs teigne over them 
which fin originally onely in Adam: and theſe be infants. For the 
Anabaptiſts grant, that when they come to diſcretion, they finne 
(und cannot but finne) actually. And thus their next vvords alſo 
Peg. 117, arc refured;yyhen they lay, Infant are ander no law, therefore tranſe 
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en cannot be imputed unto them, Nom. 4. 1. The contrary is th 

5 : Infants haue — hr unto — deach 

tranſgteſſion, as the Apoſtle ſheweth in Rom. g. Therfore they 

arc under ſome law: though not under Moſes law vvhich puniſh- 

eth actuall —1 1 et under Adams law (in vvhoſe loynes 

they vvere and finned) for vvbich they ate puniſhed even vvitk 
dcath it ſelfe. 

In their next vvotds, they condemne themſelues and all their | 
vain reaſoning, confeſling, that Adam fell from the eſtate herein bee . 
Du and in him all mankind. This very true, and overthreweth 
their hereſic. For Adams fall, as the Apoftle deletibeth it, vvas fn, 


\ is offence,tranſpreſſion, d ſel edience, judgement (or guiltineſſe) to death 

10t —— * 9 all — 2 in him, 

ds as Paul reacheth,and th ſe cnemies grant : therfore all mankind is 

ut in ſin, offence, ttanſgteſſion, & c. unto death and condemnation, 

m Of the remedy 157 the fin of all (vvherof they next ſpeake) we ; 
oe 2 is both for infants aud old ſinnets, Ly grace in Chriſ. But Pag £18, 
ne theſe 


ne and the merit of it, Ot Gods grace we haue fpoken otherw 

They proceed and ſay, that #nfints bom Chriſt o often aces 
innocents, Mib.18-3,4,7 19-1407 freed from ihe liw and ſo in ts dead 
in them: but hen the commandement come then they die in funnes and 


ate two ſevetall queſtions : and here we treat of co 
h 


m 
— tranſpre 10NT,O0. Ne. 7. 8. Eyb. 2. 1. 
ec Anſi. Innocenti may be fo called in ſundry reſpcQs : 1 when in 


he them there is no fin at all; thus Adam in his creation vvas muocent. 
2. When though they be ſinners, yet they ate not guiltic of ſuch 


— fins as me. lay ro their charge, Fxod.23 7. 2 Sam. 3.28. Ier. 2534. 
th 3. When they are cleare of actuall finnes : and thus infants may be 
* called innocent, Pal. 106 38 That Chrift calleth 1nfants innocent in 
uh the firſt ſence, I deny: the ſctiptute alſo denieth them fo to be, lab. 
ts 13.14. & 25-4,lo0h.3.3.6. Epb. 2. 3. I find not in the places which 
* they quote, that Chriſt called infants innocents : how beit ſomtime 
7 he calleth his diſciples innocent / (or griltleſſe) Mat 12. 7. of whom 
1e yet theſe men (I ſuppoſe) will nor faygthey were without all finne, 
le That infants are ficed trom the law grven to Adam, is denied and 
* diſproved by Rom. q. for in Adam they ſinned and died. That fin 
is is dead in tbem is allo — — ed: rather they ate dead in ſinne, till 
h they be revived by Chriſt, Eph. 2.1.3. 


Infants (Cy they bane done neither good n. evil in the fl ſh thorfore Pag. 119, 


5 Infant: fh Ii not appeare before Chriſt they ſhill recetue no jurgement, 2. 

ec Cor. f. 10. Ne. 20, 1.13. 

0 Anſe. How boldly doe theſe men abuſe the fertptutes! In 2. 

4 Cor.5.10. Paul ſ:yth, We mult all appeare before the fe n jeat of * 

5 Cl. Rev. 20. 12. it is ſay d, 1 awihe 2 & great than y 7 
Z 204. 
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God. Nay, ſay theſe adverſaries, not infants. Their reaſon, becauſe 
infants haue done neil her good nor evill in the fleſh, is an errour before 
refuted : for though they haue not done — or evill actually, as 
older people; yet in the firſt Adam they haue done evill; and 1n 
the ſecond Adam (Chriſt) they haue done well. 

Againſt Davids confeſſion of his birth fin in Pſal. 51. they thus 
diſpute. I David confi ſſe unto God bis own ſin,then be defireth bins in 
mercie to bebold hereof br D t Pſalm. 103.14. of deft, Þecke 
lab, unable to refoff the Tempter : through Which Deakneſſe be as eber. 
come in theſe finnes : and thus eek fiſh is called ſinful es, (im bir 
Chriſt came) Rom. 8. 1. Chriſt is ſayd to be made ſin, 2 Cor. 5. 21. not 
that be bas « ſinner: no more David, confe ing be Nu conceived in 

une, det h proue that by conception and birth be Bu 4 tranſdreſſor. 

Anse. They pervert both Davids words and meaning. Hee 
ſpeaketh of fine and iniquitie : ny ſpeake of Deekneſſe onely, 
whereby he fell into ſinne, What 2 can be ſo plaine, that 
may not be wreſted with ſuch wicked 8 oſſes. Againſt vveakneſſe 


wee, pray ifor aid and ſtrength to teſiſt evill: againſt ſinne wee 
* mercie and fotgiueueſſe: and for this David prayeth 


| I. 51. 

condly, it is another abuſe of ſcripture that they ſay, weake 
Azth is called Gnfull floſh, in which Chriſt came, Rom. 8. 1. 
where firſt they make David no more a ſinner at his birth, 
then Chriſt himſelfe; conttatie to the whole tenout of this 
Plalme, and _—_—_ Rom. 5. as 1s before ſhewed. Then they 
falfifie the text in Rem. 8. 1. 3. for the weaknefſe there {po. 
ken of is in the Law, it p IÞeake through the fleſh, and ſo not a- 
ble to ſaue ſinners. 

Thirdly, by Pleſh there Paul meaneth not the ſubſtance of fleſh, 
for that vveakneth not the Law, nor hindereth mans ſalvation - 
it is the good creature of God, as is the ſoule or ſpirit : but hee 
meaneth by fleſh, our corrupt ſinfull ſtate in ſoule and body: 
for he ſayth in verſe 8. they that are in the fleſh canuot pleeſe Cod. 
If fleſh meane our bodily ſubſtance, then no man living in the 
body can pleaſe God: not the Prophets, not the Apoſtles, no not 
Chriſt himſelfe, for he lived in our fleſh, in out bumame nature, 
and the Apoſtle ſhould ſpeake untruly in the ninth verſe, yee 
are not in the ff ſh. Wherefore fleſh in Rom. 8. ſigniſieth eur un- 
regenerate ſtate, as in Genel, 6. 3. Iohn 3. 6. Rom. 7. 18. & 
8. 5.9. 

Fourthly, it is another falſihcationwhen they ſay, fall fleſh in 
Dich Chriſt came: the ſetiptute ſayth not inſinfull oy ut ju the 


likeneffe of unfall fiſh Rom. 8. 3. Filtly, weakneſle or infirmitie, as it 
mcancth 
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meaneth not in, but affliction, ſuch Chriſt had: ſuch, the Apoſtle 
tooke pleaſute, 2 Cor. 12, to, but infirmity as it meaneth fin, Chrift 


had not: he is oppoſed herein to the Prieſts of the Law, vvhich 


had infirmity or vveakeneſſe, Reb. 7, 27, 28, and 4, 15, But David 
in Pſal.5 1, confeſſeth ſuch infirmity (if they vvill haue it ſo cal- 
led ) as vvas /nue and iniquity; vvhich proveth he was a tranſgre(- 
ſor from the womb, aud not vvithout fin as vyas Chriſt. 6 Chriſt 
is ſaid to be made fon for us, 1 Cor. 5,21, theſe words for ud the ad- 
verſaries baulk and omit. David vvas not made ſinne for us, or 
for any: but vvas himſclfe conceived in ſiune. Chriſt being him- 
ſelfe no ſinner, — vvas hee made fin, that is a fin off:ring fer us, 
to purge us, and make us the 2 — of God ia him; for 
the Sia-offcring vvas uſually called fin in the Law, Lev. 4.3, 8,14, 
20,24,&c. the Apoſtle expoundeth it For fin, meaning a ſacrifice 
for ſia, Heb. 10,6, from Pal. 40, thus Chriſt vvas a finne, that 1s a 
ſacrifice for fiane: but David vyas not ſo. Therefore theſe pla- 
ces ſpeake not of ſinne in one and the ſame ſenſe, but in the 
conttarie. David complaineth of his ovvs ſinne and guilti- 
neſſe : Paul ſpeaketh of Chriſt his purging David and us 
all from finne and guiltinefſe, by being made a ſinne offering 
for us. 

Their former arſwer being fo apparantly againſt the truth, that 
David acknowledging finne, they vvill haue it no ſinue, but weak- 
neſſe, they deviſe to darken the light with an other cloud ; as if 
David ſpake not of his own eſtate, but his mothers: and thes (ſay 
they] it i the curſe or puniſhment for ſinne laid upon her, Gen. 3. 46, 
bert the very Ibords agree With theſe of Davids c. and it is * 
quent in Sipture to call panſbment for ſinne by the name 
of inne, &c. an1 it it neither Davids ſunne nor hu mothers that 
bee beere coufeſſeth , to ſprake properly , but bis mothers puniſh- 
ment 


Anſw. As a bird in the net, ſo the more they ſtrive,the more they 
are intangled. Firſt, the whole ſcope of the Pſalme is, that David 
might finde mereie with the Lord for his owne ſinnes, as any that 
readeth it may ſce. And that in ſupplicating to God for grace be- 
fore and after, he ſhould here inſert a complaint of his mothers 

niſhment, is without any colour of truth. But this is the mcan- 
ing, and ſuteable to his other words, that lamenting his actuall 
tranſgreſſions, he bewaileth the evill fountaine whence they flow- 
ed, to weet, his natiue corruption, which brought forth theſe ug- 
ly tteſpaſſes. Secondly, to let paſſe how they call Gods a 
chaſtiſement, « curſe or puniſhment ; they here againe belye the 
Scripture, in ſaying ,that the very Dords in Gen. 3. 16, gerte Bub theſe 
of Davids. For neither the word ſin, not iniquitie,(both which * 
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vid uſeth in Yſa. ji Hate tc be fe und ir Gen. 3 16, hat Odiges brow 
may ſeem to be of brafſe,vrho ſom: th nor fo ofien and openly to 
falffic the text, Thiroly, it 1s tive that ſin and iniquity Coe often 
improperly meane puniſh; went : but the prope i mcavirg for fault 
and guiltineſſe is moſt fre quent: and when it ſig v iſic ih puriſbment, 
the context maniſeſieth u hich it doth r ot here at all: but David 
before and after bewayleth his ſinnes properly, Neither is heere 
the phrate of bearing ſinne and iniquity,which 1s mc uſuall when 
pan;ſhment is meant : but of being brought forth in iniquity, and 
conceived in finne ; and they ſhcw not ary ore place of Scri 
ture vvhere ſuch a phraſe ſiguific th puniſhment. Fourtbly, as nei- 
ther /n nor miquity ate uſed in Cen. 3, 16, fo the word conception 
ecth not, but diffcreth from the conceiving that David 
ſpeaketh of in Pal 51, and the difference ef the words plaisly diſ- 
covereth theſe mens ignorance and errour, For in Gen. 3, 16, Seren 
is conception with ſottow, during the time that the mother gouth 
with child: but in al. 51, jachem ſigniſic th conceiving with plea» 
ſure ; fer the vvotd properly fignifieth to be warme or inflamed 
vvith deſite, as in the act of generation, not of men onely, but of 
cattell alſo, as in Gen.30,38,39,41- Now nature both of wan and 
beaſt teac heth all, that ſuch conceiving is with — , not with 
ine, and therefore David uſing tuch a vvord vvhen he telleth 
ow his mother conceived him , cannot (in any reaſonable mans 
underſtanding) mean his mothers cerporall paines or puniſi.ment, 
as theſe corrupters of the Scripture doe feigne, 

They proceed and ſay, that Cal did not ſinne in bring conceived 
and borne the ſoule is the ſubject of ſinue, for from the ſonle or beard 
rcommeth Iickedneſſe, Mat. 15,19. 7 be but cones from Cod, be mats 
ter of the body from the parents : the ſeule ir very good commmg from 
God, the body bath not ſinued til it be mfefted ith the ſonke Ly tranſ- 
greſſion of s lew: and ſeeing they «ff:1me that the very matter 81 ſubHance 
Bhereof David ras made Bas nue, and that this tr it be confeſſoth in 
Pal. 51 ,obſerne Bhat Will follow «f this their dream. The matt Yher- 
of alt the ſimmer of Am are made 11 ſinne : but e,, ene of the 
fonnes of Am after the fi fh ras mauve of that matier ; thurefore the 
matter or ful ſtance of Chriits loc Bas frune. If it be D, to ſay 
Chriſt as « finner becauſe be as conceived of bis mothas ful lance, 
«itt: ſ it ij n * Iicked to ſey, David Þ as « frumer becauſe be as 
conceived of bis mathers ſubſtance : ſering the ſubſtance of bozb the mo- 
thers Nas one and the ſame. 

Anſir. It is even a vonder to behold how theſe men pervert , 
erre and ſlander, as it they had fold themſclues to vyorke iniquity. 
We reach not, (as the perverſly ſpeake ) that Dali finned in being 
Fonceived and borne; for theſe being the workes of God and nature, 

arc 
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are good. But David was a ſinner, becauſe her was conceived and 
borne in fin, as himſelfe confeſſetk. 2 They erte, in ſaying, the * 
is the ſubjef# of ſinne : for neither the ſoule alone, nor t dy 
alone, but the vvhole man (vvhich differeth from both, and com- 
ſiſteth of both, he is the ſubject of ſinne. Neither doth the body 
vvithout the ſoule, nor the ſoule without the body commit ſinne: 
but the man vyvhiles the ſoule is in the body, faneth, 2 Cor. 3,10 
and as the ſoule vvas not created but in the body , Zach. 12,1, fo 
vrhen it departeth from the body, it ſianeth no more, but th 
for judgement, Heb.g,z7,Feeleſ.9,5,6,10. 3 Whereas they alledge, 
that Dickedne/ſc © from the heart, Mat. 15,19, it is ſpoken of livi 
men confiſting of ſoule and body: Aſazdneſſe ( as Salemon faith 
4 in their heart bile they line, and after that ( they got ) to the dead ; 
Eeciſo, 3. And vrhete they ſay, the ſoule comer from God, the mat- 
ter of the body from the parent; they lay not down the truth fully. 
For though the ſoule is creatsd of Gd, and is not materially from 
the patents as the body; yet the patents giue occaſion to infuſe 
the foule „(tot vvithout corperall generation no ſoule is created,) 

and ſo the ſoule may in ſome fort be ſaid to haue the beginnin 
from Adam, though not of any matter from him. The effence o 
is of God; the ſubſiſtance of it is from the parents, from vvhom 
it hath the manner of ſubſiſting in the body. 4 Though the ſoule 
as it is created of God is very good, (as the body alſo reſpected 
naturally is good] yet they erre in ſaying, the body ſonneth not till 
it be infe#ed Hub the ſoule by — of « law ; whereby they 
meane actuall tranigreſſion after it knowes the law. For fir, it is 
not the body, but the man (of body and ſoule] that ſinneth as be- 
fore is ſhewed. Secondly ,the body is not infected vvith the ſoule, 
but both body and ſoule arc iafected with ſinne, to wit, that in- 
bred and inhabiting fin vvhich came from Adam, as before is pro- 
ved from Nen. . And this ſinne man hath, both by imputation 
and inherence, before he actually ttanſgteſſeth the law, Pest 
4. gi, fot that hich is borne of the fieſ 1 fl:ſh,lob. 3.6.5. They no- 
totiouſly liader us, that we ſhould affirme the bery matter or ſub- 
Hauce vvhcrof David vvas made, to be fin : Wee affirme no ſuch 
thing, The mattet or ſubſtance we lay is good,as every creature of 
God is. Sinne is an evill accident cleaving to the ſubſtance, to the 
body and foulc of man. Of like falſhood it is, that we ſhould af- 
firme David to conſeſſe in Pſal, 5 i. that the ſubſtance vvhereof he 
vvas made vvas lin. Neither David nor we ever ſo ſpake. So the 
Argument vvhich by conſequence they frame touching the ſub- 
ſtance of Chriſts body, that it ſhould be fin, is frivolous, collected 
from a ſict on of their idle heads. For it no maus ſubſtance be ſinne 
{as we firmly hold) much leſſe Chiifts. * 
cy 
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Aſter this, they caſt a tumbling block in the vvay, and vvould 1 
haue us ſhew bow infanti that haue finned, and are under condemnation p 
of bell, can Ge reconciled to God but oncly by faub in Chriſt leſus: and 4 
if they cannot but by repentance and faith then are they al let under con- 1 

— for any law that thiy haue broken,but for their fatber A- 

Anne. 

» 5 Anſw. That all haue ſinned, and ate under condemnation, is pro- 8 
7 ved by the V 2,18, how infants can be reconciled to 7 
God, he alſo teacheth, namely through the gift by grace, by one man 4 
Ius Chriſt, Nom. , 15,18. The wannet if it be ſhewed, I feate theſe 1 
men vvill not teceiue it: for they that haue ſo kicked againſ the 
pricks touching all mens fall and ſinne in Adam; how ſhould they ' 
recciue the 1 of te ſtautat ion by Chriſt, Howbeit I will in- if 
devour to ſhew it, if it doe no good to them, it may to others, 4 
1 The faith and repentance vvhich they require in infants, name- A 
iy actuall, is not wi found: as ſuch actuall finnes are not found fe 
in them, as ate in older men. The one of theſe excmpliſieth the th 
other, as the firſt Adam figured the ſecond, Row. 5,14. By the firſt tt 
Adam vve haue ſin, Rom. 5,12, offence, Þ.15, diſobedience, v. 19 hi 
judgement,v.16, death, v 14, condemnation, v. 16. By the ſecond ar 
Adam(Chrift)we haue grace, & the gift by gtace, v. 15, the gift of C 

righteouſneſſe, v. 17, the free gift to juſtification, v. 16, even to juſti- 


cation of life,v 18. By the firſt Adam vve haue three evils, i un- 
putation of his ſin: 2 corruption of our nature: 3 guiltineſſe of 
death temporary and cternall. By the ſecond Adam vve haue three 
oppoſite good things; 1 imputation of his rightcouſneſſe, 2 reges 
neration (or renewing) of our nature, 3 and deliverance from 
death temporary and eternall. As the corruption or viciouſneſſe 
that vve haue by Adam, is in the bud or ſpring, in the beginning 
(not in the full growth,) and inclineth us to all actuall finnes: fo 
the regeneration we haue by Chriſt, is in the ſpring and begin- 
nings — vvhen we ate infants, and inclineth us to actuall faith 
and obedience, And thus repentance and faith are in Chriſtian 
infants in their bud or beginning, inclinatiuely: even as 1umpenie 
tencie and unbeliefe ate in Adams infants, in their beginning, and 
by inclination. If any man aske vvith Nicodemus , bow can the 
things be ? Let him conſider, that as he knoweth not tbe De 
inde, er of the ſpirit, or how the bones dec grow in the Bomb of ber 
that is ith child, even ſo be knoweth not the worker of God be maketh 
4; Job. 3, Eccleſ. 11,5. 
Laſtly, to the many examples of Gods judgements upon infants, 
as at Noes floud, the burning of Sodom and Gomerrah, &c. they 
Pog. 1. anſwer, though they bad bodily death for the ſnnes of their parents ; 
Jus they periſped not with the Ni in bell. Fer of thy: boa 2 
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other unrtaſoneble creature, as Dell , infants, haut alwayet hid their 
Portion. All fl:ſh muſt dis, and death is ur te none but to the pick d. 
to the godly aud iunscent. death and «ll affliifiont of thilife , are not 
Borthy of th: glory thut ſhill be eme d. 

Anſs. 1 In that they —— haue bodily death for ther pa- 
rents /aner, they contradi@ their own plea before from Exh, 18. 
20, the ſoule that francth it ſhall die ; the ſanne ſhill not beare the ini. 
quity of the father ec. for there the Propher ſpeaketh even of bo- 
dily death and mileries in this world, vrheteof the Iewes com- 
plained. And uuleſſe they confeſſ:, that infants are ſinnets in their 

arcats, they cannot maintaine the juſtice of God for killing in- 
ants, and that oftentimes with ſtrange aud horrible deaths. And 
if they grant that infants ate ſinners , they cannot with any truth 
deny but hell is their due, unleſſe they be redeemed by Chriſt. 
And by infants death, we certainly conclude that they ate ſinners, 
from the Apoftles ground in Rom. 5,1 2,14, & 6,23. and that for 
their ane they may and ſhall be caſt iato hell( unleſſe Chriſt fave 
them) is evident by Chriſts docttine, in leb 3, 3, Except « men bee 
borne ageine , he cannot ſee the I ingdowe of God, And that infants 
are there implyed, is plaine, becauſe an infant is borne a man, as 
Chriſt ſpeaketh ob 16,21 ,and being borne a ſianer, Pſal.5 1, Rem. 
$, muſt be borne againe of the Spitit, ot elſe ſhall aot fee the kin 
dome of God, If  ſce not Gods kingdome, it ſhall fee the dive 
{on ; for a Limbus or third place will no vi here be found. And 
— theſe men can exempt wicked infants from hell, otherwiſe 
then by their own fanſics I know noi he Apoftles taught no ſuch 
doctrine, vvhen vvithout except ion of infants, they. call the old 
world that periſhed, the Þorld of the wngodiy,z Ext. 2, f, and reckon 
none ſaved but Noe and his houſe, Heb. 1 1,7,1 Rt. 3 20,21,andrell 
us that Sodom, — and the — w__ are fet or 
an rum ie, . the vengeance of eternall fire, Iude b,7. But theſe 
— vvill Sowell the judgements of God, and tell 
us that which no Prophet or Apoſtle ever taught, that all the in- 
fants in thoſe cities ſuffer no ſuch vengeance: yea, though God him- 
ſelſe promiſed that if but ten righteous had been found in Sodom 
wherein vvete many times ten infants) he vvould not haue de- 
ed the citie for tennes ſake, Cen. 18,31. 2 The teaſon vvhich 
they vvould ground upon, becauſe other unteaſonable creatures 
as vvell 4s infants baue aloe bad their portions in bodily death ; this 
reaſon is brutiſh, and beſeemeth not men. For no unreaſonable 
creature is a ſinnet, as all men in Adam are ſinners: no unteaſona- 
ble creature hath a ſoule imrortall infuſed of God, as all mankind 
hath : no bruit beaſt ſhall be raiſed from the dead, as all men ſhall, 
both old and rr ererpall, And W 
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1. bank a0 end both of vvelfare and miſery, ſo hath none of 
dams children, What iſon then is there between men 
and beaſts ? Where they ſay, is loſſe te none but to the Dicked ; 
it is true. And hereupon it followeth that ſeeing infants are wic- 
ked, (a is formerly proved] untill they be made righteous by 
Chriſt, and borne againe; death is a loſſe unto them; and a gaine 
to thoſe onely (whether old or yorg ) which are made partakers 
of the grace and gift of tighteoulneſſe, by one Ieſus Chriſt, Rom, 
12, 17. 


Of Baptizing Infants, 


Gainſt baptiſing of Infants the adverſaries firft lay this 
ground , Baptiſme perteyneth one to them that declare their re- 
 pentance and faith ts theſe Diſciples of Chrit that baptiſe them. 
This «ppeareth by lohn vi 


ofe 
et, reflice, Mar. 1,4. Mat. 
3,6, and _ diſcipler, Fob. 4, 1 & 3 22, by Chriſts commiſſion 
«ll nations, Mat,28,19, 

38,41 C 8,12,36 œe. 


47. 16. 16, by the Apoſtles pratiiſe, Att.2, 

That baptiſme pertaineth to ſuch as declare their tepen - 

tance and faith, is true; and the Scripturesalledged prouc it. But 
that it pertaineth to ſuch onely, is unttue: and none of the _ 
tures Yyhigh they bring. doe ſo teach The infants of the Chuich, 


vyhich cauhot declare repentance ot faith, ate alſo to be baptized, 
as after ſhall be manifeſted. 


That the practiſe taught by the foreſaid Scriptures, is to be pet- 
peruall ; we grant: and they needed not haue taken paines to 


it. 
8 (lay they) may not be baptized, becauſe there is neither com- 
mendement, example, wor true conſequence for it, tn «ll Chriſts pes fed 


ouc 
In 
Teftament, cc. 
Anſa, This we deny: commandement there is for it in Math. 
28,and Mark 16,% neceſſaty conſequences from many Scriptures 
—_ it; 4 ſhall be * F 3 
Sone (they lay ) #7 in thet 4 good conſcience make! wats 
God, 1 2 .21, eee, of foes, » 1,44 
the Þoſbing of the nes bib, Tit.3,5 . If ut cannot be — tl 
Scriptarei that infants bane ther heart. FN fron an evill conſtt» 
enc e, haut 6p faith Sc. they ought not to be baptized. 
a A - cir argument bath oncly a ſhew,no ſubſtance of truth, 
or 
& wot 
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Beth, Colo ſz. 1 1,it ſealeth the right 
N.. 4. 1 1,091 the circamciſinę f the we ef the beart, Deut. 10 
16, to lone the Lord c. Dent. 30.6. Wow if it cannot be proved 
by Scripture that infants haue the leue of God in their hearts, the 
tighteouſnes of faith, the putting of of the body of (in &c. hey 
may not be circumciſed , and circumciſion is nothing. If 
this be not a good argument to kap children from circumciſion, 
the other is no bettet to keep them from Baptiſme. Secondly , 
Chriſtian infanrs haue the gracefthey ſpeak of, tepentance, fauh, 
— &c, though not achally, ot by way of declaration to 
ethers; yet they haue through the worke of the Spirit, the ſeed 
and beginning of faith, virtualy and by vvay of inclination; ſo 
that they are not wholly deſtitute of faith, regeneration &c. 
though it be a thing hid and v\known unto us after vvhat manner 
the d vvorketh theſe u them, Feeleſs 11,5. Which I furs 
ther prove thus, If infants naturally arc ſome vvayes — 
Adams finne, and fo of unbeleefe, diſobedieuce, tr &c 
then Chriſtian infants lupernatutally and by grace, arc ſome 
wayes capable of Chriſts nghtcouſnes, and ſo of faith, obedience, 
ſanct cation &c. But infants are capable of the former evils by 
Adam : therefore they are capable of the latter good things by 
Chriſt. That they are capable of the former, is before proved 
{ vvhere vve treated of — — fin) by Nem 5, Hal; ws „and 
many Scriptures. The conſequence, that therefort they ate capa» 
ble of the lattet alſo,to wit of Chriſtian graces,is thus manifeſted, 
1 Becauſe the firſt Adam was a figure of the ſecond Adam Chriſt, 
ſo that as the finne of the firſt Adam, his fault, diſobedience, and 
death for it came on all his children, both by impuration and in- 
fection or corruption of nature : fo the righteouſnefſe and obe- 
dicnce of Chriſt commeth on all his childrengboth by impuration 
and renewing of nature , unto life and ſalvation, as the Apoſtle 
compareth them, Rom. 5.22.15.16.17.18.19.,21. 2 Becaule infants 
being by Adam finners , children of vvrath &c. muſt be borne 
aine of the ſpitits, or elſe they cannot ſee the Kingdom of God, 
6. 3, 3.56. But the Chriſtian infants dying iu intancie ſhall ſee 
the Kingdom of God,and not be damned (as the rr 
therefore by Chriſts doctrine they ate borue again of the ſpitit: 
and ſo muſt needs in ſome meaſure have repentance,faith,holiney, 


vvithout which there is no regeneration. Again, that infants haue 
neration in their mes 


the faith and loue of God in them, and 

tute is thus proved. en Gag giveth the ſigne and 
ſcale of tighteouſneſſe by faith. and of regeneratian , ray rm. 
ws — 
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Confre wpen @ Dialogue 
which vvas the figne anc rale of the tightec uſneſſe of faith and 
regeneration, Gen 17.12, Nm. 4. I & 286.2, Cel. 1 11. There» 
fore infants had (& conſequuatly now hauc) fa h & regeneration, 
though not in the crop ot have ſt by dec latation, yet in the bud 
and beginnings of all Chriſtan graces. They that deny this tea 
fon, muſt either make God thy author of a lying ſigne and ſealeof 
the covenant to Abraham and zi infants : or they muſt hold that 
infants tad thoſe graces then, bit not now: both vvhich ate wic- 
ked and abſurd to affirme. Or tiey muſt ſay, that circumciſion 
vvas nor the figne and ſeale of the rightcouſnes of faith, and then 
they openly contradi& the Scriptire, Rom. 4 11. 

Morcover, asthe Apoſtle in Jom.s, ccmpareth our naturall 
eſtate in Adam, and our ſpirituall Rate in Chriſt, ſo may vvee in 
this caſe. If wee cannot juſtly obj: againſt Gods yvorke in na- 
ture, but doc bclecue that our infints are reafonable creatures, 
and are borne not bruit beafts bur min, though — they can 
manifeſt no reaſon or underſtanding more then beaſts, (yeast 
7 lamb knoweth and diſcerneth hy damne fooner then an in- 

nt knoweth his mothet:) then nei het can we juſtly obied 
againſt Gods vvorke in grace, but ate to belecue that out infaucs 
are ſanctiſied creatures, and ate borve beleevers not inſide la, hough 
outwardly they can manifeſt no faith or ſanctiſication unto us. 
And, why ſhould it be thought increcible that God ſhould worke 
faith in infancs?If becauſe we know not or perceive not how it can 
be: let us confider , that wee know rot the way of out naturall 
birth, and other earthly things Feeleſ g. Ieh. 3, 8, how then can 
we know hcavenly things ? If we make queſtion of the — of 
God; nothing is unpolflible with h m. Lice made all things of 
nothing; he can make the dumb beaſt ſpeake with wang, veyce , 
Numb. 11, hee can make the babe 1» the moth: r3 wombe , to be 
aff ted and leape for joy, at the voice of vvords ſpoken to the mo- 
cher, Lol. 1.44, and can he not alſo work prace, faith, holy ne ſſe in 
infants? Hath Satan power by fin to int & and corrupt infant (u 
is before proved, ) aud ſhall nor God have power toclcanle from 
corruption, and make them holy t If we make doubt of the will 

of God herein,behold we haue his promiſes to reſtore our loſſes in 
Adam,by his graces in Chrift,as he ſheweth in Fow 5 ,that he will 
circumciſe our beart,and the heart of our feed to loue him, en. 30 
6, we haue the ſeale of his promiſe, in giving circumciſion to in- 
*fants, to ſignific and ſeale the righteouſnefle of faith, Rom. 4 11, 
'Gen.17, And we haug aſſurance of all his promites, and of that to 
Abtabam & his ſeed in particular,to be confirmed unto us (not a- 
L ed or leſſenedyby Chriſt, 2 Cor.1,20,Luk 1.73.73 &c. Cal. 3. 
Kc. Wherefore they ate but afaithicfl; awd cooked genera» 
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- 
tion, that notwithſtanding all that God hath ſpoken and done in 
this kinde, doe deny this grace of Chriſt to the infants of his peo» 
ple, and the ſcale or confirmation of this grace by baptiſme now, 
as it was by circumciſion of old. 
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4 turning from fin to G. NG. 11. 1 Theſ 1.9 Tit 45 Reventence ig 
# ſight and knowing of ſin by the law a confeſſing and ſorrow for ſin, &e. 
Fat h is th ground of things boped for, t. Heb. 11. l. and it eccompe- 
Dith obedience, am. 2. Let them either now prout, that infants are tur- 
wed from ſin, ſeeknow,confeſſe and ſorrow for it, belerue the promiſes of 
God, c. or they ſay nothing. 

Anſw. They teaſon ignorantly and perverſly, not onely againſt 
the light of Gods word, but of nature. As if ſome brutiſh perſon 
ſhould plead thus. A man 1s a living creature that hath a reaſona. 
ble ſoule ʒand the proper affect ons of a man as he 1s a man, ate the 
ſacultie of underſtanding,of Sinking — of learning, of 
remembring,facultic of reaſoning, of ju ging and diſcerniug true 
and falſe,good and evill,of approving and improving,of willing & 
nill:ng,ot ſpeaking, of numbring,&c. Now let them which afficme 
that infants arc born* men (as Chriſt doth in Toh. 16. 21.) prove 
that infants doe underſtand, do think, remember, judge, Jifcerne 
— and evill, approue, will, ſpeak, &c. or elſe they ſay nothing. 

cre not ſuch a diſputer worthy to be laughed and hiſſed at ? who 
requireth the actuall uſe and manifeftation of humane affections 
and fac ulties in infantszvvhich are in them but potentially &in the 
ſeed and beginning: and becauſe they cannot declare theſe things 
by their workes, therefore he denieth them to be of the genetartt. 
on of mankind, or borne men into the vvorld : ot that they baue 
the facultics of men at all in them any manner of vyvay? Even ſuch 
is the argumentation of theſe erroneous ſpitits againſt the truth of 
religion, For as before they reaſoned againſt the fingtranſgreflion, 

condemnation of Infants, (contrary to Pauls docttine in Rem. 

) becauſc infants actually underſtand not the law, nor tranigreſſe 
againſt it; and will not conſider how they are finners originally in 
Adam: ſo now alſo they reaſon againſt the grace of Chriſt in in- 
fants, and his work of regeneration in them ; becauſe they cannot 
outwardly manifeſt the effects of regeneration or fruits of faith, 
ſuch as the ſcriptutes that ny all-ge do require in older der 

wil not underſtand that theſe graces ate in them through! Chri 

and his ſpirit, but in the beginnivgs onely (as I have formerly pro- 
ved)and are not in them as in thoſe of full age, who by reaſonof , 
uſe their ſences exerciſed to diſcetne both good and evill. 
And here I defire to know of the Anabaptifts in their next vvti- 


tings about theſe matters ; iclk when they thinks that children 
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But they proceed to plead aguinſt the truth thus, 83 « Pag.13s: 


Fx | #4 {6 ” T/7 | 
(vyho in their opinion ate borne without ary fin) begin to be ſia - 
ners, vvhethet at 2. 3. 5. 7. ot other yeares: and vvhen they can 
juſtly teptoue a child for (in,if it ſhew in vvotd, deed ot geſture a+ 
ny — contrary to the law of God, as if it — tp diſo- 
bey patents. take anothers goods, be froward, angty, or the R Vea 
let any of them tell me (if he car )vvhen he himſelfe ficſt fell from 
his innoceucie and became a ſinnet, being none before; by what 
act ot tranſgteſſion of what commandement. It is ſtrange that an 
innocent man ſhould fall from his innoceucie, and not know when 
and how. Secondly let them ſay, vvbethet every child ſo ſoon as it 
beginneth to be a finner, hath not remedy for the finne by Chriſt 
and ſo whether it it be not capable of repentance,faith,regenerati. 
on,&c. and conſequently of baptiſme, fo ſoone as it is a ſiuner. 
Thirdly ,ſecing the inf ſo much on the perfeRion of the ordi« 
nances of the new Teſtament, as of the old, {which thing I willi 


Iy grant) I defice to know whether (as God appointed the eight 
y for the circumcifing of a child atter it was ) Chriſt hach 
any day, moneth or yeate for a child to be baptiſed af 
ter it is borme. If they ſay none, but vyhen the child can wanifeſt 
repentance and faith : vvhat manifeſtation hath Chriſt pre- 
ſcribed, vvhethet if the child ſay it tepenteth him, & he beleeverh, 
it is ynowgb, or what rules and ordinances Chriſt hath given, 
vvhich vve may cert know that now (and not before or af. 
tet ja child is to teceiue baptilme,as a tepentant and beleeving fin- 
ner: and kt them tell us at what age of their children they or an 
of them hath firſt baptiſed his child unto remiſhon of ſius . The 
things are needtull to be kaown,gthat we may vvalke by rule; and 
being not yet ſignified" (to my knowledge] in any of their wr» 
1 dette for my information, and for the better cleating of 
controverkics, that they vveuld fer down their <oftrine tou - 


ching theſe poynts. For it 1s required of all parenti to wt up 


their children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord 
4 this cannot doe aright, unleſſe they know vvhen firſt my 
in to conſequently vvhes firſt they begin to belecue. 
they blame achild — vvhiles it is aa innoceut, they commit 
iniqauie: if they keep a child from Chriſt and Chriftian * 
vyhen it is a repentant & belceving ſinner (which may be fo ſoon 
as it is a ſinner)they vvrong their child ſinfully, to condemne 
that vvhich Chriſt juſtifieth. Theſe things ate vvorthy of ſetious 
conſideration both in reſpe& of our chi eſtate, and of our 
owne. 


And newere I proceed further to anſwer their cavils,I will ſhew 


' wyocommandements for the ba of infants ; the one given 
of old co our farhersghe ocher given — 6b 4 heb 


1. That 
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1. That yyhich vvas once commanded of God, and never by 
him called back, ii now ſtill to be donezas it is vvtitten, What ti 
ſoever I command you, obſeruc to dot it, Dent. 12.32. But God com- 
manded the outward ſesle of his covenant of — to be given to 
the infants of his people, as in Gen. 17.12 13. He that d e 

= be circumciſed among y c. and my covenant ſhall be tn 
the. 


or an everlafting covenant. And this commandement touchi 

ubſtance of it, and outward ſcaling of the covenant,hath ne- 
vet by him been abrogated. Therefore it is ſtill to bee continued, 
and our infants (by vertue of that commandement) are to haue 
the ſcale of Gods covenant. 

The common objection that this proofe is not from Chriſts te · 
ſtament, but from Moſes writings,1s of no weight. For Moſes Prote 
of Chriſt, lob. 3.46. The Avoftics ſayd none other things then the 
Dhich the Propbeti and Ae 460 ſhould come , A. 26. 11. 
came not to deſtroy th: law or the Prophets, but to fulfil. Math. 5. v7. 
Paul proveth our juſtification by faith in Chriſt from Abrahams 
example written by Moſes, as vvritten not for his ſake alone, but 
for us, Rom.4.3--- 24 Therefore the example of Abrahams in- 
faats citcumc iſed, is vvtit en for us alſo. To manifeſt this reaſon 
more fully, I lay downe acſe particulars, 1. That the covenant 
then made with Abraham vvas the covenant of the Goſpell, which 
we now haue. 2 That circumciſion the ſcale of the covenant then, 
and baptiſme the ſcale of the couenant now, ate one and the ſame 
in ſu ce. The fir& is proved thus, Paul ſayth, The Scriptare fore - 
ſeeing that God Dold juſtifie the heatben through faith, [aro fore 
the Coſpell unto Alrabam, In thee ſhall all nations be bleſſid, Gal. 1. 8. 

ne, vvhen circumcifion was inſtituted, the covenant was, Thog 

ut be father of many nation! ec. Gen. 17.4.3. this promiſe (as be- 
onging to the faith of Chriſt) 1s applied ro our ſtate under the 
Go - } ng 13- 16.17. and is by Paul there oppoſed to the 
Law. M-rcover the covenant vvith Abraham vyras, that the Lord 
vyould be a God to him andto his feed after him, Gen. 17 7. this 
promiſe implieth blefſcdnefle to him and them ; for Bleſſed i the 
nation Dboſe God u the Lord, hal. 33. 1 and this bleſſedueſſe come 
meth on none by the Law, Rom. 4 15. Gal. 3. 10.11.13. and that he 
ſhould be a God unto us, and we bis people, is the ſumme of the 
Coſpell, Heb.8 10 1 Cort 6. 16 Reu 1.3. The difference between 
the — and us, 1s, that they had the Golpell in promiſe ; wee 
haue the ſame Goſpell in performance, Luk. 1.69.70, 73. 73. &c. 
AQ 14.32-13-& 26 6. They beleeved in Chriſt that vvas to come; 
We beiceue in Chrift vvho is come: Th:ir faith and ours is one in 
ſubſtance, Heb. 11. Gal. 3. 9. That cicumceiſion and baptiſme are 
alſo one in ſubſtance (though differing in ourward ſiguc) id thus 
Mail 
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manifeſted. Circumciſion was the ſigne cf faith and holines, Rom. 
4-11.& 2.29.Col.z.11 Deut. 10 16. Bapriſme is the ſigne of faith 
and holinefſe, Act. 8. 37.33 Rom 6.3.4 &c.Circumcilion was the 
firſt ſigne and ſcale of entting into the covenant : Baptiſme is ſo 
now. We now being buried with Chriſt in baptiſme, are ſayd to 
be circumciſed in him, Coloſſ. 2. 1 1.12, vvhich plainly manifcfterh 
them to bee one and the ſame : even as their other ſactamentall 
ſigner,are fayd to be the ſame that we now haue, in ref; of the 
things ſigni ed, 1. Cor. 10.1 1.3.4. 1 Cor, 5.7.8. Foraſmuch then 
as the covenant vvith Abraham and with us, and the ſcale of the 
eovenant then and now, ate one in ſubſtance : it followetb,that the 
commandement then to give infants the ſeale of the covenant, be- 
ing never repealed, bindeth us to giue them the ſcale of the cove- 
nant at this day. The exceptions vvhich the adverſaries make of 
the difference circumciſion and baptiſme, ſhall be anſwe- 
ted after in their place. 

1 The ſecond commandement for baptiſing of infants, is in 
Mark. 16,15. Ces preach the Goſpel to every creature ; be that beleeveth 
and is fall be faded. Math.18.19. Go teach dll nations | 
them, c. In this commiſſion of Chriſt ate two things, the prea- 
ching of the Goſpell to every creature, to all nations; and the ſca- 
ling of the ſame by baptiſme. The Goſpell belonged to infants, & 
they are neceſſatily implied in the firſt : therefore baptiſme belon- 

to infants, and they are as neceflarily im lied in the later, 
Ehrif biddeth them proclaime or preach the Segen: but vvhat 
the Goſpell is, is not here declared, we muſt gather it from other 
ſcriptures. The Goſpel (or Evengelie) is the glad tidings or joyfull 
declaration that the promife vvhich vvas made unto the Fathers, 
God hath fulfillled the ſame unto us their children: the promiſe, 
(I fay) concerning Chriſt, and the redemption of the vvorld by 
him, as theſe ſcriptures teach, Act. 13.32.33. Luk.1.54-5 5-69.70-71, 
71.7; &c. Act. 2.386. 39. & 26.22. 23. Luk 4. 18 21. So the Goſe 
Il (which is the good tidings of the fulfilling of the promiſe)is as 
as the promiſe vvas: vvhereupon, not in the forementioned 
ſcriptures onc ly, but in many other placesthe Apoſtles referre the 
Gofpell to the promiſe (or promiſes) made of eld, as, It is of faith, 
that it might be by grace; to the end — might be ſure to all the 
ſted: Nom. 4 16. and Now we, brethren,as Iſack Pas, are the children 8 
promiſe Gal. 4.18, and, Chriſt as a winifter of the cire 


umcifion, 

truth of God, to confirme the promiſes (made) unto the father: : —— 
the Gentiles might glovifie God for mercie, Nem. 15. f. 9. and, Tha the 
promiſe by fauth of leſus Chriſt, might bee to them that belerve , 
Gal. _ and, Paul an Apoſtle,&c. arcording to the ſe of life, 
Dbich is in Chriſt Teſws, 2. Tim. 1. 1. and many the like. in ge- 
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nerall onely ,but the particular promiſes at ſeveral! times, are ſhe- 
wed to — in the Goſpell; as the prowiſc to Adam, 
Rom. 16 20. from Gen. 3. 15. to Abtabam, Luk. 1 . 73. Rom. 4 
16. 17.18. to David, Luk. 1.49.70. AR. 2 30 31. to liracl by Moſes, 
Samucl,and other Prophets, Act 3.22.24 25 Lxk. 1. 70. ſo that all 
the iles of God are yea and Amen in Chriſt , 3. Cor. 1.10, 
And for the nt in controverſie, the promiſe of grace and ſalva- 
tion to Abraham and to his ſeed, Gen. 17.7.15 by the Gpſpell ſhe» 
wed to be confirmed Luk. 1. 55. Ack. 2. 3 39.Gal.z. 14. 16. 29. But 
the promiſe to Abrahams ſeed implied his infants, Cen. 19,7,10,12, 
therefore the Goſpell (vvhich is the complement of mis og 


impheth our infants: and ſo the Apoſtle ſayth, the proms/e is to you 
to your children, Ad 1.39. And the ſigne and ſcale of the pto- 
miſe vvas giuen ro Abrahams children in infancic, Gen. 17,10,1z, 
therfore it belongeth to our children in their infancie: and we are 
ſayd to be the children of promiſe as Iſaak was;Gal.4.28. But Iſaak 
was the child of promiſe in his infancic, and had then the ſcale of 
the promiſe in his infancie,when he was but eight dayes old, Act. 
7. , whereſore we alſo in our infancie ate children of the promiſe, 
and haue right to the ſeale of the covenant even chen, or elſe wee 
are not as 2 was. And thus Chriſt commanding the Goſpell to 
be preached, commanded the fulfilling of the promiſes to be ptea - 
ched, even all and every one of the promiſes, without excepting a- 
— and ſo commanded the promiſe of . accompliſhment 
it to the ſeed of the faichfull even in their infancie to bee prea- 
ched. Likewiſe commanding the ſcale of the covenant to be ap- 
plied unto all vvichin the promile, as freely and generally now as 
ever it was of old,not excepting infants: he commanded infants to 
be ſcaled by baptiſme,as they were ſcaled before by circumciſion. 
And ſeeing all beleevers are by his commiſſion to be baptiſed : the 
infants of the Church being belcevers (in teſgect of the begin 
ning of faith, though not actually as I haue formerly proved, the 
are allo to be baptiſed by vertug of Chrifts commiſſion, Mark. : 4 
Math. 28. chat ſo the promiſes unto the fathers may be confirmed, 
and the Genriles (as well as the circumciſion, that is, the Iewes) 
may glorific God for his mercie, Rom.15.$ s, 
Now I will proceed to anſwer their exceptions; beginning firſt 
vyith this about circumciſion, and the covenant with Abraham. 


1 There Du « commendement for circumciſion Gen. 17 .there is nene Pay 145; 


or baptiſme of infants. 
. OTH, is before diſproved, anda commandement ſhewed 
Mark. 16. For the . the ſeed of the faichfull in iufancie, 
vvas a part of the Goſpell; ſeeing the Goſpel is the fulfilling of the 
covenant and promiſe made to the 3 to Abtaham in ſpe- 
ciall, 


— „7 
Fo Oo 


ciall, A8 1; 32,33. Luk . 73. If ir be cbj-Qcd, that bapti 
of infants {bs there particularly expteſſed: I anſwer, —— 


ether parts of the Goſpell particularly expteſſed th te: but the 


G-ſpell in generall being to be proclaimed, all parts of the Soſ- 

11 (whereof ſealing the infants 18 one) are neceſſarily implied, 
Nore alſo that rhings are taught & commanded ſomtime in ſcrip- 
ture, though not in exprefſe words: as the trinirie of perfons in t 
unitie of the Gochead the refurre@ion of the dead (as Chriſt pro. 
veth)vvas taught in Exod. 3. Ecernall life in heaven, and eternall 
death in hell ate not expreſſed in Moſes law : nor that they ſhould 
hauc Synagognes in everie cirie for the people to mect on the Sab. 
both. Neither in the new teſtament is it taught in expreſs words, 
that Chriſt is coeſſentiall. cocquall, coeternall with the father : or, 
that his death and obedience u the merit cf our righteoufne ſſe, ot 
ſatis faction for our ſiunes: nor exprefly commanded that vvorren 
ſhould teceiue the Lords ſupper,nor example that any did i vvith 
ſundry other things which though they be not expreiſed in plaine 
words, yet ate they ſoundly to be proved by arguments from the 
ſctipture. 

1 That comendement included males oncly, ch IH or ſervant though 
wnbeleevers, and excluded all females, thorgh belrevers jo doth not bap- 
$:/me. 

3 1 It is untruly ſayd that ſervants unbe le- vets were to be 
circumciſed : they feigne this, the ſotij ture tea hech them nor lo, 
bur the contrary. For circumciſion was the ſeale ef the righteo He ſſi 
of Filth, Rom. 4,11, and ſhould it be fer upon unbelcevers , vvhich 
had no rightcouſnes,no faith? So God ſhould be made the author 
of a falſe and lying ſeale: io ſigniſi and to aſſure the things which 
vvete not. Againe, evety circumciſed perion was to cat he Pafſo- 
vet, and had all other privileges of Iraclls law, Exod. 13,46, 49. the 
Paſſover ſigniſied Chriſt,and the eating of it life by Chriſt, 1 Cor. 
$-7.8. Ioh.6.57.But no unbelee ver had the ſe bent ſites And if un- 
beleevers and Iſtaelites had communion together in citcumciſion, 
paſſover,and other holy things, then vvas the Church of Iſrael no 
communion of Saints, but a mixture with all forts of infidels,who- 
ſoc vet would,contrary to Exod. 19.5.6 Levit.19,2,% 20,7, Deut.14 
1,2, & 26.18, 19, Levit. 20,6, 1 King.. 33. Though females (vvan+ 
ting that part ot the body) were at outwardly circumciſed, for 
that foteskin which was not, could not be cut off: yet may we not 
ſay they were excluded, for then they might not haue caten the 
paſſover, Exod. 13.48. They vvere vvithin the covenant {D- ut. 29, 
10,11,1z) and implied in the males. As the men had that ſigne of 
Ions (according to the nature of the malc ) vvhich vvomen 

not: io women had another Kind of purification (according to 
the 


the nature of the female) vvhich men had not, Levit, 12. Each {. x 
had their portion in the things that figured their redemption by 
Chriſt, according to their ſeverall natures. Therefore vvhen the 
outward ſigne was changed from circumciſing to baptiſi g. ,,, 
the female 15 as capable as the male; both ſexcs arc baptiſed, Ad. 
8-12. So infants now are as capable of baptiſime, as they vvere of 
circumciſion, there is nothing therefore to debatte th: m from it. 

3 The law required cirewmiifen ts be performed en the eight day © ſo 
doth not the lim of baptiſme. 
* Anſ Whact of this? the law of baptiſme appoynteth no day at all 
for auy: ſhall none therefore be at all bapuſed? The law required 
the Paſſover to be kept on the 14 day of the firſt moneth, Exod. 12 
The law of Chriſt appointeth no day vvhen to cat the Lords ſup- 
per; yet it 1s the ſame in ſubſtance * the Paſſover was, 1 Cot. 5. 
7,8, ſo baptiſm is the ſame in ſubſtance that circumciſion was, Co» 
lofl.z.11,tz.and as all may now cat the Lords ſupper which might 
then cat che Paſcha : ſo all may now be baptiſed, which chen were 
BETS faih 4 

4 Var Den faith @ manifeſted , then is baptiſme to be performed. 

An Thcy meane by manifeſtation, ol on — ; and 
by then they mean not before that time. This is denyed, and for- 
merly diſproved, and they haue no one word of God to conſitme 
their docttine. 2 Though infants manifeſt vo faith by their one 
mouth, yet the mouth of God manifeſts them to hauc faith inthe 
begining or ſced therof, becauſe he teſtificth them to be by Cor 
7,14, which is not vvithout faith: and teſtificth them t haue 

ace and rightcouſnes by Chriſt, anſweta ble to the corruption 
and untighteouſucſſe which they haue by Adam, Rom. 5+ as is be- 
fore dec = . ; 4 1 

Againe they ſay, Neither circumciſion nor baptiſme are ſcalet of the 
—— of life and Poe : that Phi h u ne ores IÞas ehe the Page 30h: 


ſame, Þbich u the 3.9 Jan of promiſe, 2 Cor. 1, 22, Fg 1, 13. 
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Anſ. A bold untruth conttadicting the Apoſtle, who calleth the 
figne of citcumc iſion.ſbe ſeale of the r1gbteouſnes of faith, Rom. 4 13> 
and tighteouſucſſe of faith is life and ſalvation, Gal 3 11; Ephal- 
1 8. and the covenant which circumciſion ſcaled, was that the Lord 
Deal be their Cod, Gen 17.7. 16. and ſo he would gine them life and 
falvation,Reu 21.3.4. Whereas they except, The Spirit u the ſcale * 
it i truc; but they ſhould obſcrue that it is an inviſible ſeale in the 
heart; vvhereas Paul ſpeaketh of an outward v:(ible ſcale, which, 1s 
allo a ſiguc, and on the 2 Again, the covenant may haut ac 
icales then one: fo that if the Spirit etre an outward ſcale, yer 
might cucumcaſion be a ſcale allo * ſame thing. Moſes cal - 

* 


leth 


= » 4 — * 
Jeth circumciſion a end. to len, Gen. 15. 11, but he no where ea 
leth it a ſcale : yet Paul calleth it a ſcale, becauſe in truth it was ſo, 
and more then a bare ſigne. For a figne is to make ſome other 
thing knowne unto us, as the doole-fone or land mark is for di- 
ſtinction of grounds or it is further to put us in minde of things 
formerly done, as the ones at Gilgall vvete for a mcmoriall to 
Iſraell how their Fathers paſſed through Iotdan, Ioſhu. 4. 26. 7. 
22. But a ſcale goeth yet further, ano certificih or affureth of a- 
ny promiſe or gift. Now becauſe circumciſion was ſuch a ſigne 
as affured unto Abraham his righteouſneſſe by faith in Chriſt 
the promiſed ſeed: therefore the Apoſtle rightly calleth it a ſeale. 
Vpon which ground vve alſo rightly call the Paſſover , Baptiſme, 
and our Lords Supper Seales , becauſe they are ſuch fignes as 
certific and afſure us of forgiveneſſe of (ins, and of tighteouſneſſe 
and ſalvation by Chriſt. And from this we haue a moſt cerraine 
ground for the baptiſme of infants : becauſe baptiſme is no more 
now, then circumcifi»n vvas of old, namely a ſigne and ſcale of 
righreouſneſſe by faith. And if infants had ſuch a ſcale under the 
promiſe of the Coſpell: how ſhould it with any colour be denied 
now under the performance of that promiſe ? unleſſe we will ſay, 
Chrift hath not confirmed the promiſes made unto the fathers, 
contrary to Rom. 15.8. 2 Cor. 1.20. 
Further they fay , There is but two covenimts the L and the Gof 
ll, the Old and the New, Gal. 4. The ol Covenant, the Lu, Was made 
| children of Abrab _ the fiſh , and bid crcanccifion is 
then tk thereof. new cobenant the C ſpill, i not made 
But ith . 45 Gal.3.15. that are of the fuith of Abrebem. The 
children of the f ſh are not they to whom this covenant is made, New. 9.8 
be children of the fl. ſh muſt be put e, e C 4 30. % thit the co- 
Denant Dub Abraham and bis children after the fleſh , bas not the cove. 
want of life and ſulpation; it as the covenant of Borks,of the Law, t. 
Anſ. In this cheir plea, there is a little truth, but much erronr 
and deluſion. It is true,there were but two Covenants, the Law 
and the Goſpell. There is ſophiſtry and deluſion in their ſaying 
the covenant of the law was with the children of Abraham after 
the fliſh : for as Aer the f fb meancth natural! ration, fo L- 
ſaak, Iakob, and all the Iſraclires, even Chriſt himſclfe was A- 
brahams child after the fleſh, Math. r. 1. Rom. r.3 & g. 1 1 
9. 7 


yet were not they aliens from the covenant of the Goſpel 

as the ff h meaneth corruption of nature, Rom. 8. r. n 
and 1+ men haue no other generation of the Spirit, but of 
tte fl th, Iohn. 3. verſ. 5. 6. in this ſenſe it is true, that the 
children of the fſeſh arc not the chijdren of God, Rom... and 
they arc under the Law, not vader the Goſpell. But this is wo- 


thing 


sss essen mo om ny mrry 


W Seren ee 


„rr 


2 . 


thing againſt the truth we mainraine, For Iſaak who was Abra- - 
hams ſeed after the fleſh in the firſt ſenſe, but after the Spirit, and 
by promiſe in the ſecond ſenſe, hee was circumciſed in his in- 
fancie, Now all the Chriſtian Church are as Iſaak, children of the 
promiſe, Cal. A. 28, and our infants though by nature ( as it is cor- 
rupted ) they be children of wrath, oh, yet by promiſe and 
in Chriſt, they are children of God, Nom. 5,and therefore are 
to have the ſcale of i the covenant of e in infancie, as Iſaak had; 
even as by Abrahams juſtification, the Apoſtle proveth the juſti- 
fication of us all, Row 4. 3-22.23. 24 
Errour it is that they ſay, ¶ rabamt children bad circumciſſon in 
the fiſh for « figne of e #id covenant or Law For firſt,the Law was 
5, lob 1.7. many — after Abrabam , and could 


given by Molzs, J 
not diſanull the covenant with Abraham, or make the promiſe of 


none eff-&, as the Apoſtle plainly teacheth us G4. 3. 17 Chri 
ſayth, Circumciſion da not of Moſes but of the fathers, Iob. y. 21. Se- 
condly,the covenant which circumciſion ſealed, was that the Lord 
would be a God to Abraham and his ſeed, Gen. 17.7. 10, this was 
the covenant of the Goſpell, Heb 8.8 10, Reb. 21.3. Thirdly, Cir- 
cumc iſion was the feale of tighteouſneſſe of faith, Rem 4 11 , but 
the Law is not of faith, Gel.3. 11.12, therefore circumceiſion was a 
ſcalc of the Goſpell promiſed, a ſcale of the covenant of grace. 
Wheras they ſay, the new covenant i not made but Dub the one feed, 
C;. is, it is true, & maketh againſt them: for that one ſeed,is there 
ſhewed to be Chrift:not Chrift in his own perſon onely,but hriſt 
with his Church,which make one m fical b body,1 Cor. 12. 1. Fyb. 
130 31.31. Now the infants of the Church, are by the covenant 
of grace of the body of Chriſt, even as by nature they are of the 
y and ſtock of Adam, as before (in the treaty of Originall /on,) 
we haue proved by Rom. 5,fo that the new covenant is made with 
them alſ , and therefore the ſeal of that covenant is due unto them 


now, as it was in Abrahams daics. 


N-xt — goe about to prove, That the covenant here cis. Pg. 1477 
1 


exnmriſion Þas « /igne, Gen. 17, N not the ſame Þbich De hane now in 
the Goſpell: beranſe the Lord ſayt h it is not the ſame,Jer.1 1.41, Heb. f. 6. 


it is a new covenant that we haue under the Goſpel. 
Anſw, It is ao marvell though theſe men fo often flander us, 


vvhen they date belye the Lord himſelfe. Neither doth the Pro- 
het, nor the Apoſtle ( in the places by them cited, or] any where 
ay, that the covenant vvhich Abraham had, and vvhich vvas ſea- 
led to him by circumciſion, ir not the ſame hich Ibe bane. I haue 
before proved them to be one in ſubſtance by Gel. 3, and Rom. 4 
11. e covenant ſpoken of by leremy, was made vvhey God 
r out of Xygypt, ler, 1.97 
3 2 
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Heb. 8, vvhet is the covenant vvith Abraham was many yeares be. 
fore, Gal. 3. 17. Theretore the covenant made vvith Abraham 
by promiſe ,'s the ſam: that we now hau* by performance and 
confirmation of that promiſe,Luk.1.54 55,72 73 Rom-15 8. 

Againe they ſay, though Abrabam bimſelfe bad the —_—_ 
grace promiſed him, Ly Which rem be bad ſalvation m the A4 
fo come ; yet hai! be not the ordinin'c1 of the new covenant thich Ire 
baer: and therefore none »f by: ſecd in the fiſh conld be part. of that 
Pbich be had not bimſclfe. 

Anſiw. They grant enough to their own condemnation : for if 
Abrahams coveuant was cf grace and ſalvation by Chriſt ; then 
vvas it not of the Law ( as before they pleaded ts that cauſcih 
vyrath and damnation, Rom. 4.15, Gal.3.10.12. We plead not for 
the ſame external Ordinances or manner of outward diſpenſation: 
but for the ſame ſubRance of the covenant, which was of faith, 
not of werks ; and ſo of the Goſpell not of the Law , as Paul 
teacheth us, Row.4.Gal. 3. The Iſcaclites Paſſcover of the Lamb, 
and aut Paſſcover Chriſt: their feaſt of unleavened cakes, and ours, 

Car. 5. 7.8.) differ apparantly in the outward Ordinances. So 

ir bread of Manna from heaven, ours of whcat from the earthy 
their drink of vvatet from the Rock,ours of wine from the Grape, 
(in the ſupper ef out Lord)hew greatly doe they differ in the out- 
ward things: yet were they the ſame {pirituall meate and drinke 
both to them and us, even Chriſt: as the Apoſtle teacheth 1 Cor. 
10. 3.4. So Circumciſion and Baptiſm, diffet much in the outward 
rite and figne ; but not in the ſubſtance ot thing ſignified. 

Vet ceaſe they not their idle contention , but turther ſay con- 
cerning us, They fbecke wntrucly I in ſaying that the covenant 
which this new is not like, is that Law given upon mount Sins 
Exod. 19. not that in Cen. 17. ] Marke the Bords (in ler. 31 &<.8Z 
Not like the covenant that I made With their fathers, hen I telt ibm 
by the band to bring them out of Fg ypt, Which u mentionedin Exod, 
3. 20 Exod. 19, then did God appeare ts Meſti, and commanded bim to 
take them by the band and lead them out © t, Pbere the covenant 
is mentioned in ver .6, I am the God of thy faber, Abrabam . 1 ans 
come to deliver them c c. to bring them into « good land &'c. Which pre- 
wilt bas made unte their father Abrabam, 

Anſv. The untruth and ignorance is in themſelues that fo rea- 
ſon. For there was no covenant made in Exed.z. Let the place be 
veiwed. Though if there had then a covenant becn made, it were 
nothing to our purpole; becauſe Abraham was dcad many yeares 
before , and we reaſon of the covenant made vvith him and his 
fſecd, whiles he lived, Cen. 17. But in Exed,19.5 &c. treatie is of a 

co vcnant to be made: in Exe4,20 &c. che Lei are promulgates- 
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In Frs J. 24.7, , the covenant is made up and dedicated, And that 
this was that firſt and old covenant which ſhould be aboliſhed, as 
Ieremy fotetold, the Apoſtle forth plainly manifeſt. For having 
ſhewed the promiſe hereof in Heb $ 8.--13, hee profecuteth the 
ſame matter in Hes 9g, ſhewing the differences between rhe firſt 
coyenant and the ſecond , or the old and the new ; and how a co 
venant (ot teſtament ) muſt be confirmed by blour and death: 
vyhich for the new was by the death of Chriſt, Heb.g. t 5.16, and 
for the firſt,it vva with the death & bloud of bullocks and goats, 
vvhetewith Moſes ſprinkled the people, v. 18 19.20. Aud this way 
that action recorded in Fxed 24, done at mount Sina. Morcover 
obſerue here theſe mens fraud : leremy ſpeaketh of a covenants 
made; they tell us of a covenant {or promiſe) mentioned in Exod. 
3, as if to make a covenant when they came out of Agypt,andto 
mention a covenant or promiſe made many yezres betore with A- 
braham in Canaan,were all one. That which 1s alledged of the land 
of Canaan promiſed in Cen 17,8, is true, as a type or figure, but 
not as the mainc thing there intended. For Abraham himfclte had 
no inheritance in the land of Canaan,no not fo much as to fer his 
foot on: AF.7.5.how then did circumciſion (cal that to Abrabam, 
vyhich G never pe formed to him ? Is not this to make Gods 
iſe to him, vaine? The Apolſt!- 1s a better expoſitor,who faith, 
thit circumciſion ſealed to him ighteouſarſſe of faith , which he had 
before, Rom 4-1 1,and telleth us, how by ub Abraham ſoiourned 
in the of promiſf, as in « fir img: Conntrie, and looked for a heaben- 
by citie and conntrie , which he underſtood to be figured by that 
earthly land: Heb. 110. 10. 16. And if be poſſ-ſhon of Canaan 
was that vvhich circumciſion ſcaled, then Abrahams fervanis; vea 
and all his ſonnes by Keturah, aad all prof lyces of other familics, 
that were circum<ci{cd,were deluded with a vaine promiſe: ſeeing 
none of all th-{c had ever inheritance in Canaan , but onely the 
Iſraelites the poſterity of Haak , which were uumbted in Nm. 


36. 2.-- - 53» ; 


Againe, they except thus. The covenant i made in Cen 17, With Pag. 11e. 


Abribim ant hs feet, not Huh every fantbfull min and bur ſeed, It 
ebery faithfull man 157 ibans ? Phat proofe for thut It uw Bell if bee 
be A'"r1bams ted & 

Anſw. The exception is frivolous : for by vettue of that cove- 
mant vin Abraham vvho circumciled his infants , IIAak bis fon, 
Jakob his ſon,o!l the Ira: lits ty theit generations, and every faith- 
fnll Proſelyte of the heachens , circumericd theit infants. So the 
faithfull now, vvko all ate Abrahams {eed, and heyres by promile, 
Gil 1.29, doe ſcale thcit infants vv Bapaſincas of ld hy did 
vvnh Citcumciſion, fot the promile is to ſuch and to ihr children 


Ad. 
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Pax. 171. 


1 - 
NB. 2.39. When Paul bringeth Abrahams example for juſtifica- 
tion by faith, Row.4. if any ſhould trifle and ſay, What 2 to 
ws? We are not Abraham : the Apoſtle telleth, it vvas not Dritten 
— ſake alone, hut for us 4%, Rem. 4 23. 24. So ſay we; that Abra- 

aue his infants the ſcale of the covenant, it is not written for 
him — but allo for us. 

But they proceed and ſay; In Rom,4, 21 , Abraham received the 
2 of Circumciſion, the ſeale of the righteonſneſſe of faith Which beg 

, ben be Pa uncircumtiſed, that be ſhould be the father of the faith. 
full c. This proveth that Albrabam recti bed Circnmeoifien to ſeale 
bis fatherhood of the faithfull ; not that be received it to ſcalt ag it; 
faith in the Meſſiah, Bbich be bad 24 geares before : but « ſtale of big 
faith in beleeving God, that bee ſhould be the father of many Nations , 
= 17.4, Row,4-17, and (his Hu imputed to bim for rightcouſneſſe, 

0.4.12. | 

Anſw. They are blinde, and would make blinde. 1 There is no 
faith that can be imputed to an y man for righteouſnefſe, but the 
faith that is in the Mcfliab;as the Apoftle proveth at large, in Rome. 
3,21.32-24.25. and New. . Gal. 3. 2 And Abraham leceving 
the promiſe of a ſeed, vvhich belee fe was counted to him for tigh- 
teouſneſſe, Gen. 15.5.6. belee ved Chriſt principally, as his ſeed 
after the fleſh: for otherwiſe how could all nations be bleſſed in 
kim, chat is in his ſeed,as God promiſed, Ge. 12. 3. Gal. 3.8.16, 

The Apoſtle diſproveth their vaine gloſſe, when baving ſhewed 

Abrahams faith was counted to him for righteouſneſſe, Row. 
4-19---- 22, hee annexeth, that this was Pritten for us alſo, to Þt om 
i ſhall be imputed , if Ie beleewe in him . leſus, v. 23 24. 
But if Abrahams faith had not beene the fauh in Chriſt, the Apo- 
ſtles argument from his example had been impettinent. 

Finally they lay, Alrabam received Circumciſion as none received it: 
and faith as required »f none to Circumciſion : but faith i required to 
Baptiſm: & ther fore theſe be but mens dreams, & chef in fled of beat. 

Anſw. In decd they would give vs chaffe for wheat. They would 
haue us belecu that Abrabarr.s circumciſion ſcaled his fatherh 
not his faith in Chriſt:which dream is before refuted. They woul 
teach us two or moe citcumciſions, ene which Abraham had, ano- 
ther vvhich other men had. But as there is one Lord, one faith, one 
beptiſme, Eph. 4.5. ſo we finde but one circumciſion, which all our 
fathers reccived. They would petſwade us, that vvhatſoever Paul 
ſaith, that cnrewmer// on Wt as Re of the righteou ſneſſe of faub, Rom. 
4-11. yet faith as required of none to Circametſion. But vvho vvill 
belecue this their dicame? Will God feale righteouſneſſe of faith 
to them that haue ro faith? This is to make God the author of 
vaine and worihlt ſſe ſcales, If it ſealed not to men rightcouſpeffe 
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c@- of faith,whar ſealedit? Not the land of Canaan , for (as is ſote- 
to ſhewed) no child of Abral.am by Keturah,no Noſclyte had in- 
ren heritance in Canaan: no nor Iſaak, not Iakob, who were but ftran- 
ra- in the land as Abraham was, Heb. 11.9. Not the covenant of 
for the Law, for that vvas not given till many yeares after Abra- 
ham, neither could any man haue tighteouſneſſe by it, but wrath 
the and curſe,Gal.3.10. But had not ertout blinded their eyes, they 
tre might ſce that the covenant ſcaled by circumciſion was, that the 
6. Lord vvould bee a God to them and to their feed after them, 
15 Gen. 17.7. and this vvas the covenant of grace ig Chriſt, Heb. 
; 8. 8. 10. 
bis Againſt Peters docttine in Ack. 2. 38. 39, where he faith, the 
7, promuſe u made to you and to your children ; they cavill thus, Wher- Pag. r3C: 


ſe, 41 many ſtwmble at the Nerd Children, conceiving that it ts meant of 
Infants, it is bere and elſcÞ@here uſed often in the Scriptures for mtu of 
0 anderitanding: AH. 1.15, 0 c. 
he An/w How ſtrupgle theſe men againſt the light! It is true, 
1. that the vvord Children often meaneth men of underſtanding:bur 
f meaneth it not infants allo? The word feed, uled in Cen. ip, often 
N implyeth old perſons alſo : will they theretore inferre, that the 
d _ and ſcale thereof to Abrahams feed , belonged not to his 
in eed in their infancie ? So nethet is there any teaſon to think that 
6. the promiſe to the Ices and their children mentioned in 4d 2, 
d is meant onely of men of uncetſtanding, and not allo of their 
v. children in iutancie. For vvhen the Apoſtle ſycaketh of the pto- 
mn miſe to them and to their children, concerning Chriſt and remiſ- 
'P fion of ſinnes by him, and ſcaling the ſame by Baptiſme: he hath 
= evident reference to the promiſe made of old to Abraham, vvhich 
concerned the ſame things, and vvas ſealed by circumciſion : as 
e appeareth Ly comparing Luke 1. 54. 55. 72+ 73 Kc. Galath, 3. 
L 8. 16. 
f, Whereas the Apoſtle in 1 Cor.7.14, calleth a belcevers children 
d boiy ; theſe men expound him thus: If your children in your own Pag. 136. 
a judgement be holy, and you doe net put them away When you are con- 
berted to the faul, but »ſe them till as your children, &c. then may 
- you keeps your Wines being holy, they being of « neerer uaturall bond 
e dcn your Hilden, and et them bill as your Wines @& 6. Their 
r ren of thu interpretation is ; Becauſe holyacile ſametinse 
| flemficth hen a perſin or thing is ſet apait or nie to 
. the luleebvir, I. Timothy 4. 1, Titus 1.15, Thus bs the un- 
| beleeving Ivife eh, and thas are the childien 5 ly , «nd not otbttr. 
| iſe. 
} A That childten ate thus ſanctiſied to the beleevet is ttus: 
: but in faying, and not 1 , they doe violence 3 the 
| PQ: 


Salk 
Apoſtles doftrine,and the truth is not in them. For firſt he meaw- 
og the children to be holy in the patents judgements; but tel- 
leth them his owne judgementthey ert holy: and uſcth it as tea- 
ſon to confirme his former do@rine. Secondly,he meaneth not in 
reſpeR of putting the children away from civill uſe as children; 
for ſo no mor ſhould be {ail for the children of the faithfull,cthen 
for their in ſi dell ſetvants: for Philemon mought and did retaine 
Oneſimus for civill uſe as a ſervant, before he vvas converted to 
Chriſt, phil v.10.11,&c. and — ſervants might dwell and 
converſe civilly with unbeleeving maſters, Tim 6.1 2, Yea miſbe- 
gorten children and baſtards were not to be put away in teſpect of 
civill uſe : for vvho ihov1d nouriſh or bring thery up, rather then 
their own patents? 2 Sam 11 4-5>X 1214.15 &c. Thirdly, they 
corrupt the Apoſtles realon , which is not to this effect, If you 
may keep your children , then you may krep your wives : Bur 
thus, your unbelceving vviues you may keep , for they ate ſancti- 
fied unto you, becauſe the children vvhich you beget of them 
ate holy: and ſo the holineſſe of the children is an arguinent and 
proofe that they might ſtill retcyne their unbelccving vyiues. 
Fourthly, they change the Apoſtles vvord amfi- : he fatth not of 
unbeleeving vviues that they are oh, but ſanctiſied ro the belee- 
Ying huſbands; but the children vvere bo;y, Fifi ly, the ſanctiſi- 
cation of meat, & purity of other things, mentioned in 1 Tam 4.5 
Tit.1.15, is not meant of religious fanAification , but for ci ill 
ufes : vvhercas the chilkiren of belcevets are oitherwite bouly, 
name ly, in teſpect of the covenant of grace and Church ot God, 
18 is aboundantly proved before, by Rom.s, vyhere, as they haue 
naturally ſinne and 7 by Adam, fo they haue ho- 
line ſſe and righicouſneſſe by the grace of God 1n Chriſt. Alſo by 
Gen.17, compared with Roam. 4. 11 where Abrahams(and all faith- 
full mens)children,are with the it parents in the covenant of grace, 
and haue the feale of the tighteouſuc ſſe of faith. And upon this 
ground doth Paul ſtrongly prouc the beleevets might keep their 
undeleeving wines, becauſc the children which they had by (ſuch , 
were (by reaſon that one parent was a Chriſtian) holy, ro wit, with 
holines of the covcnant mac with the faithful ard their ſeed. And 
in this reſp« ct the childrer of theſe that ate in the covenant , are 
ſaid to be borne unto the Lord, and to be b1s children, Fag. 16.8. 
20,21.vyheras in the other re{pi fall children in the world ate the 
Lords, Exed.19,s. And fo the children of the Church are called 
tbe boly feed, rff.ring heercin from the ſeed of other peoples, 
Fr. 9.1.2, vvhich it theſe oppoſites had waderſtood , they 
could not thus haue Rumblcd at the Apoliles words, and wteſted 
his mcaning, 

Bur 
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But they plead further , thet the Apoſtle ſaith not, el ere — 
Infants, but ee Were your Children wneleane, but new they are holy: 
fo that all the children of unbcleevers are «as boly by this pluce as infants, 


44 — 


c. and ſo muſt be brotiſed. 


Amnſw. licrein they ſeek to pervert the ſtraight wayes of God, 
As if they ſhould ſay : God (vvhen he made vvith Abraham that 
everlaſting covenant which Circumciſion vvas a feale of ) fard 
not that hee vvould be a God unto him and to bis Jafents after 
him, but unto His ſeed, Gen.17 7, ſo that al the (iced of Avraham 
( Ifmaclites, Edomites &c. } vvere as holy, and as well within 
the covenant of grace and to be circumciſed, as the Ifachites 
vvhich vvere the generation of Ifuak, But they ſhould obſerue 
that the covenant of mercie paſſcth from the tathers to the chil- 
dren from age to age, even to the thouſand generation, o they 
loue God, and keep his commancements : whereas if they tur e 
away and hate him, he viſiicth their inquiry, Exod. 20.5.6, Ex+k. 
18 9.10.13. Children of beleevers vvhen they arc borne of heit 
parents, (and all are borne infants) are ali in the covenantvvnh 
their patents; and vvcte of old to be circumciſed, ate now to be 
baptized, If the children be of yeares vvhen their parents enter 
into the covenant , either they afſeat ano cnter into covenam 
vvith them, or they difſ-nt and enter not. So Im-! Abra- 
hams child, being taught of his father to keep the vvay of the 
Lord (Genf 18. 19.) ard not difobcying , he vvas vvith his 
farther circumciſed at thirteene yearcs of age, Genef. 17. 25. 
Likewiſe all childten now affenting unto and vyalking in the 
faith vvith their parents ate to bee baprized at what age foever, 
But vvhen Iſmael fell from his obedince, then ves he caft 
out of Abrahams houſe , aud was no longer counted for Abra- 
hams feed , but in Iſaak vvas his feed called, Genef. 21. 10. 12. 
Iſmael was till Abrahams ſeed and child in nature , according 
to the fleſh; but hee continued not ſtill thechilde of the cove- 
nant, Galath. 4. 29.30, nor Abrahams ſeed arcordidg to thy pro- 
mite. Even fo, if children of beleevers now being of under- 
ſtauding. doc refuſe the faith of Chriſt, or tall from ir, they are to 
be kept out of the Church or caſt out from it: and ſo the ſeale of 
grace and ſalvation belongeth not unto them (Exh. 18.24, 2 Cre. 
15.2, Matth 3.7.9. 10,) as it belongeth to all the infants of the 
faithfull;and to all their children(of what age ſo over)that recerue 
the faith of Chriſt, and abide in it with them. And theſe men 
grea:ly tniſta ke if — think we hold childten arc to be baptiſed, 
ot ate holy, becauſe they ate our childteu by nature, (tor ſo they 
ate cłuldteu of vvrath, ES. 2.3.) but they arc holy, and to hauc 
the ſcale of ſalvation, * God hath graciuully accepted 
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them into his covenant with our ſclues: and keepeth them in ie, 
untill they fall from faith and obedience of Chrift ; even as wer 
our ſelues continue in the covenant, whiles we continne in the 
Chriſtian faith, and no longer,z Tim.2.12. As we are the children 
of the firſt Adam, we arc all ſinners, diſobedient, unrighteous 
and under condemnation : but as vve are the children of rhe ſe- 
cond Adam ( Chrift ) we are all holy, made obedient,righteous; 
and heyres of ſalvation, according to the Apoſtles doctrine in 
om. 5. 12— 21. 
— an other proofe for baptiſme of Infants,gathered from 
Pauls words 4p 1 Cor. 102 Kc. vvhere he ſpeaketh of all the 
Iſraelits Baptiſm in the cloud & in the ſexthey ſtruggle vvith little 
reaſon or colour of truth. For ( ro omit their diſcourſe of Pauls 
ſcope in bringing that in, vvhich no way cleateth the controverſe) 
they tell us. 1 That Moſer did not at «ll rſh them Dub Peter in 
the cloud and ſta. 2 Thit this of Moſer ut calted baptiſne by compart. 
fon, 4 Noahbs Arke © called the figure of the Brptiſne that ſaveth wa: 
for as the Arke ſaved thoſe in it from dromning : ſo the Iſracliter There 
all under the cloud and in the ſee, and thera baptized or ſafeguarded 
from deitruttion of their enemies. 1 That it. plesſed the =p 

Gh bo fog they Ibere baptiſed in the ſez and cloud , ber 'inſe t 
cloud and ſea as their ſafety , as Net Arke Bus + And as Chrift 
faith, they are baptized that ſuffer for bis ſaks. So there is as much 
Barrent to enieyne infents bo ſuffer perſecution , becauſe it is called 
Buptiſme : 4s to baphiſe them, beczuſe the lo and ſes is called Bop- 
tiene. 

. How many vvreſtings and vvindings are in theſe mem 
vvords ? Firſt, they lay, Moſer did not at all baptiſe them Dh Water. 
And why? Was there no water ( thinke they) in the cloud and in 
the ſea? Let them confider Exo/. 14 14. 24, compared with Pa. 
77. 16. 17, &c. and they may (ce there vvas vvater enough in the 
clowd : and they will not ſay I think ) that there vvas no vvater 
in the ſea, All outward baptiſing or waining, muſt be with water 
or ſome other hquor. If they were not baptiſed with water, 
vvhat other liquout were they baptiſed in? not vvith bloud, as 
in the Baptiime of ſuffering death for Chrilts ſake,which they im- 
pertinently mention. Not vvnh vvine or ſtrong d:inke ; for 
they found none ſuch in the wilderneſſe. If they can ſhew noe 
thing but water to baptiſe them in, let them deny no more (for 
ſhame ) that they were bapriſed with Pater. God ſpake to out 
fathers by the Prophets at fundry times (ot in “ ſundry parts, 
as it vvete by peice meale) as the Apoſtle teacheth Hebrew: 1.1, 
By Moſes he ſhewed how the clowd removed from before Iſrael, 
and Rood behind them, ( as they paſſed through the ſea) and 
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up them light, but vva* darkneſſe to the ZEgyprians: and from 
is fixrie cloudie pillar the Lord looking, troubled the Agypti- 
ans, and took off their chittet h eles, that they draue them hea- 
vily, Fred 14 19.20 24-25. This being briefly and obſcutely told 
by Moſes, God after inlargeth by Afaph another Prophet, vvho 
ſheweth the manner of it; how not onely the vvaters of the ſea 
la the Lord,vrhen they fied and parted; but the clouds alſoſ( from 
aboue} poured out vvater vvhen they rained; the vkies ſent out 
a ſound by thunder, &c. thus the ground being ſoftned vvith the 
raine, occaſioned the charret wvh*eles of the Egyptians 
( ſticking in the mire) to fall off, and hindred theit purfuit: Pf, 3 
77. 16. 11% Kc. After this the Apoſtle (taught by Gods ſpirit) mani. Ne. 16,25, 
feſteth the myſtery which before was kept ſecret; namely how this 5. 

age under the cloud (which rained) and through the ſea was a 

ptilm to the Ifrachts: even as Chriſtian mens waſhings in rivers , Cee r; 
or veſſels,was a baptiſme ro them. And as the manna which Iſtael 2 © 
ate, aud vvatet from the rock which they drank,vvas the ſame ſpi- Mark.1.4. 
rituall meat and drink which we haue fignified by bread and wine AAA. 16 33. 

r; fo their vvaſhing in the cloud & ſea, and out 


in our Lords _ 
vvalhing in veſſels or rivers,is ſpiritually the fame baptiſme. From 
hence we gather the baptifing of our infants by two arguments: 


1 All our fathers faith Paul) Pere baptiſed in the cloud and ſea: therfore 
(lay — infants: for ſeeing there vvas no other baptiſme but that 
in the cloud and ſea, ſuch of our fathers as then vvere infants 
vvere at that time baptiſed,or elſe many of our fathers(even al the 
i»fants of many thouſand famihces}vvere never baptifed : vvhich is 
contrary to the Apoſtles do&rine. And if infants had baptiſme un- 
der Moſes. it cannot (vvith any colour of teaſon] hee denied them 
under Chriſt. 2. In that the Apoſtle teacheth us, that the extraordi. 
nary and temporary ſacraments {or ſcales of ſalvation) vvhich I- 
racl had, vvete the ſubſtance and truth vvyhich wee now haue, 
though Moſes doth not ſo expreſs: it followeth upon like ground, 
that their ordinary ſcales, namely C:rcumcifion and the Paſſouer, 
vvere the ſame in truth and ſubſtance vvith baptii m and the Lords 
Supper vvhich vve now haue. Aud being the lame ,as infants had 
circumciſion then, fo they are to haue baptifme now. 

Secondly, vvheras they lay that of Moles was called baptiſme by 
compariſon, as it xt were not properly baptiime; they ſweruc from 
the right way: it was as truely and properly baptiſme to them, as 
ours is to us, though the maunct ala differ: even as 
their Manna and yvater vvere as truly and properly the ſacrament 
of Chriſts body and blood to them as deals wine in the Lords 
ſupper are to us, Otherwiſe the Apoſtle ſhould not (ay truly, that 


hey vvete the ſame. 1. Ce 10.3.4. 
13 Thirdly 
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Thirdly,Noes ark is not called the figure of beptiſme,at theſe 

ters of ſctipture tell us: but baptifme (ſayth the Apoſtle) is a like- 
figure (or antitype) 1 Pet. 3. 21. So that the ſaving by water of 
eight men in the Ark, was a type or figure: and the ſaving of a few 
now by vvatet in baptilme, is an antitype, or like figure: both of 
them figuring ſalvat ion by the death of Chrift. Fourthly, neither 
do theſe men ſet down the reaſon fully and rightly, why they are 
ſayd to be baptiſed ,namely ,becauſe the cloud and o IÞ4s their Ee 
a4 — «rk D for though it way in ſome ſenſe bee granted that 
theſe were theit ſafetie, as baptiſme is our lafetie (for it is ſayd to 
ſave us,1 xt. 3. 11.) yet properly they were ſayd to be baptiſed in 
the cloud and L they were in them ſactamentally waſh. 
ed from their ſins, & plant ed togethet in the likeneſſe of his death, 
buriall,and teſuttection, as we ate now by baptiſme, Nom. 6.3.4 5. 
The cloud ſerved them for three uſes, 1. to ptotect and keep them 
ſafe, Eſai. 4.5.6. 2 to guide them in the way that they ſheuld go, 
Nwmb.g. 17.Gc. Exod. 13. 2 l. and theſe two were ordinary, 3. to 
baptiſe them by powring down water, and this was extraordinary, 
and but ane time in the ted ſea, fot ought we ſinde. And in this te- 
ſpect Paul ſayth they were baptiſed in it. Fiſtly, theit laſt ſpecch of 
inioyning infauts to ſuffer perſecution,as well as to baptiſe them, is 
ſpoken vvith a wry mouth: for as vve enjoyne not infants to bee 
baptiſed,though we baptiſe them; ſo can we not enioyne them to 
fuffer perſecution. But this we ſay and know, as infants arc bapti- 
tiſed into Chtiſt, lo oftentimes they ſuffer perſecution for Chriſt : 
being with their parents afflicted, impriſoncd, baniſhed, &c. yea and 
bereaved ot lite it ſelfe, fo that they haue even the baptiſme of 
blood or martyrdome alſo. 

Wheras we find mention of whole houſholds to haue been bap- 
tiled by the Apoſtles; from which example it is probably gathe» 
red that infants alſo were baptized, Againſt this they diſpute 
thus, 1. There are many bonſholds in Which there are no infants. 

Anſ This is truc : and it is alſo true that in many there are in- 
fans. Therefore this argument is propounded but as propable,nac 
85 2 They l It i moſt ſure 4s the Apoſtles probtiſed in one bouſnold, 

2 They lay, It © moſt ſare e es 
fo they prattiſed in all. But in the Jaylors bouſe t ptiſed ſuch 45 they 
preecbed the Bord unto, ani ſuch as beleeved, At. 16. 31. 34. and this 1 
moſt plain: that infants cannot beare nor beletne, cc. 

Auf. It is not moſt ſute, but aliogether unlikely. as themſelves, T 


Meat. 10.13 think, will acknowledge. For there. is no likelihood that alt houſe 
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holds to whom the Apoſtles preached, did belecuc evety one in 
them, though ſome did. And they grant that none but belcevers 
were baptiſed. So then if the goodman of the houſe, and * 
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onely beleeved, thete none but men were baptiſed: if women one. 
1 onely were baptiſed. Therfore the Apoſties 

ſe was not alwayes alike in teſpect of the perſons that they — 
tiſed. So for infants, ſuch houſes as had none, wee caſily grant that 
no infants vvete there baptiſed. But ſuch as had infants, their pa- 
rents beleeving, we hold that their infant vvete baptized;for there 
is no exception of infants at all in any place of the Apoſtles Acts. 
The barre vvhich they pur, that infants comet beare ner beleene, is 
ſoone removed. We know iafants can heare,though not vvith un- 
detſtanding: we know alſo (and haue proved before) that they be- 
lecue, though nos actually or profeſſantly. And this faith begun in 
them in their regeneration, 15 a ſufficient ground vvhy infants 
ſhould be hegrifollas 1 baue formerly mnnifeſted. 

Finally, unto Chriſts words Mark. 1.14. ſufer ye tle children to 
come unte me, cc. for * 1 the — of God :tÞy lay,lt is 
not{iyd, Iufunts are of the N aben, thit u. Beyer! of the 
Goſpel,Luk. 4 43. but thit they that enter into the tine dom of beaven, 
wuft become as little children, for of ſuch y i the kingtome of Cad. 
And, This is Chriſts meaning, men mat bee converted and rertiue the 
Kinga. mne, Ged 44 @ child, e. 

Anſ The y ſpeak I:ke children in underſtanding. 1. The people 
brought yong children properly unto Chriſt, not men converted & 
become like children: Mark. 10.13. For the children the diſciples 
rebuked the bringers: for their rebuking Chrift vvas much dif. 

leaſed,and — — little children to come unte me What tea 

onable creature will now deny that Chriſt ſpeaketh here of chile 
dren in ycares, not of old men like children. The children that 
were brought,Chriſt tel up in bis et, put his hands one them & 
blefſed them: may we think he took up aged perlous. 2 The tea- 
ſon vvhy he would haue ſuch chil-iren fuffered ro come to him, is, 
for of fach is th: kingdanue of Cod, Mark. 10.14 If he had not meant 
this of yong children themſclucs, but of men like children in ſome 
condition; there had been no weight in his words : but the people 
might haue brought unto him upon that ground, doues , and ſer- 
pents for Chriſt to lay hands upon and bletſe: for as godly men 
muſt in ſome this be like children, 1. Cor. 14 20. ſo muſt they in 
ſome things Bs be like ſerpents, and like dones, Math. 10. 16. 
3. They wreſt the t xt. when they expound for of ſuch i the I. 
dome of God, thus, for of ſuch Lhe: as if Chriſt m not the chil- 
dren ptoperly, but ancienter men like luch children, They might 
even as well ay. that when Paul writeth, I be/eech thee, being ſuch 4 
one 48 Paul the aged, (Philem.b 9 that he {peakerth not this of him- 
ſelte, but of ſore other man like himſclte, that made requeſt for 


Oneſimus. But ignorant and unſtable men vvill pervert all ſctip- 
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tures to their oe perdition. That infants of the Faithfull are im 
deed of the kingdome of Gd, is before proved from Rom. . and 
many other ſctiptures. 

Now vyhereas Chriſt ee the children; they tell us, be bopti, 
them not,vvhich we grant : but if they vvhich were by nature chil- 
dren of wrath and curſe,were now by grage made children of bleſ- 
ſing in Chriſt;then were they in deed of the kingdom of God, and 
luch as might receive baptiſme the ſigne and ſeale of bleſſecnes, 

Laſtly they ſay, It is « bleſſing to infants to be created, to liuc, to grew 
in ſtature, Þ1ſedeme, & c. to haue ther fight, their limbs, & c. [iba 
Chriſt bleſſings extend as Pell to this life as that B hich is to come. 

* «Anſw. All Gods benefits for this life and the next, are in deed 
bleſſings : But Chriſt blefſed not thoſe children with any ſuch 
vvordly temporal bleſſings particularly; but pave them the bleſſing - 
of God in generall : and men ate too pteſumptuous that wi 
vvithout E proofe.reſtreine that to ſome particulars vvhich the 
Lord hath not reftreyned. Wee know that our bleſſedneſſe from 

God ii Chriſt,is our cternall ſalvation, Rom. 4 6. &c. It vvas his 

8 Lift farewell to his beloved diſciples to lift up his hands and bleſſe 
them, Luk. 24.50. and ir is the ſumme of the Goſpel), that in Abra- 
bams ſeed (that is Chtiſt) all nations ſhall be ble ſſed, Gal. 3.6. This 

grace Abrahams infants had, this you Chriſt gaue to little chil- 
dren : and the ſame he vouchſafe to continue unto us and to 
our children throughout their generations ; preſervi 
us and them from the curſe of Anabaptiſtric, 
whereby ſo-many ettouts ate ſpatſed, ſerip - 
tures wreſted, and ſoules perverted 
unto de ſttuction. 
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